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S. 
No. 

Q. 
No. 
 

Date Ministry Member Subject Page 
No. 

01 226 04.08.2021 Mine Sangam Lal 
Gupta 
PP Chaudhary 

Ban of Asbestos 
Mines 

1-2 

02 1692 28.12.2017 Mines Raju Shri 
Gokaraju 
Ganga 

Import of Asbestos 3-4 

03 1274 22.12.2017 
Environment 
Forest and 
Climate Change 

Reddy Shri 
Ponguleti 
Srinivasa 

Environmental 
Clearance to 
Asbestos based 
factories 

5-6 

04 2558 02.08.2016 
Environment 
Forest and 
Climate Change 

Mujllappally 
Ramachandran White Asbestos 7 

05 1255 07.12.2015 Mines Kunwar 
Bharatendra Asbestos Mining 8 

06 257 27.04.2015 Mines Rajeev 
Shankarrao 
Satav 

Asbestos Mining 9-10 

07 4474 21.02.2014 Health and Family 
Welfare S Ramasubbu Asbestos related 

diseases 
11-12 

08 1720 16.12.2013 Environment and 
Forests 

D B Chandra 
SR Gowda 

Clearance to 
Asbestos 
Manufacturing Units 

13-16 

09 1558 13.12.2013 Mines Shruti Choudhry Study on Asbestos 
Mining by IBM 

17 

10 1277 13.08.2013 Chemicals and 
Fertilizers 

D B Chandra 
Abdulrahman 

Ban on use of 
Asbestos 

18-19 

11 254 23.11.2012 Mines Ramsinhbhai 
Patalbhai 

Study on Asbestos 
Mining by IBM 

20 

12 4304 06.09.2012 Chemicals and 
Fertilizers 

Neeraj Shekhar 
Yashvir Singh 

Ban on production of 
Asbestos 

21-22 

13 3168 30.08.2012 Chemicals and 
Fertilizers 

D.B. Chandre 
Gowda Use of Asbestos 23-24 

14 7198 21.05.2012 Environment and 
Forests Baijayant Panda Ban on use of 

Asbestos 
25 

15 4030 19.12.2011 Commerce and 
Industry 

Anirudhan 
Sampath Ban on Asbestos 26 

16 3607 15.12.2011 Chemicals and 
Fertilizers 

Anirudhan 
Sampath 

Consumption of 
Asbestos 

27 

17 5839 08.09.2011 Chemicals and 
Fertilizers Adhikari Suvendu Production of 

Asbestos 
28 

18 3918 26.08.2011 Health and Family 
Welfare Kamal Kishore Asbestos Hazard 29 

19 3012 19.08.2011 Mines N Cheluvaraya 
Swamy 

Study on Asbestos 
Mining by IBM 

30 

20 4415 07.12.2010 Mines Narahari Mahato Mining of Asbestos 31 

21 1305 02.08..2010 Rural Development Shruti Choudhry Ban on Asbestos 32 

22 4596 23.04.2010 Health and Family 
Welfare Shruti Choudhry Use of Asbestos 33 

23 874 24.11.2009 Mines Bairwa Khiladi Lal IBM Study on 
Asbestos 
Mining 

34 

24 1505 15.07.2009 Health and Family 
Welfare Rajen Gohain Use of Asbestos 

Cemented 
35 

25 457 21.10.2008 Mines Subhash Maharia Mining of Asbestos 36 

26 4166 22.04.2008 Commerce and 
Industry 

Kishanbhai 
Vestabhai Import of Asbestos 37 

27 2395 17.03.2008 Labour and 
Employment 

Girdhari Lal 
Bhargav 

Working Conditions in 
Asbestos Factories 

38 



S. 
No. 

Q. 
No. 
 

Date Ministry Member Subject Page 
No. 

28 1506 27.11.2007 Mines Srichand Kripalani 
Study of Indian 
Bureau of 
Mines on Asbestos 

39 

29 935 06.03.2007 Mines Susheel Laxman 
Bangaru Asbestos Mining 40 

30 1725 08.08.2006 Mines Rasa Singh Rawat Asbestos Mining 41 

31 768 31.07.2006 Environment and 
Forests 

Mohan 
Ponnuswamy 

Environmental Effects 
of Asbestos 

42 

32 1940 08.03.2006 Health and Family 
Welfare M. Appadurai Combating Asbestos 43 

33 1690 07.03.2006 Mines Rasa Singh Rawat Chrysotile Asbestos 
Mining 

44-45 

34 1027 27.02.2006 Environment and 
Forests K. Subbarayan Ban on Asbestos 46 

35 6768 11.05.2005 Health and Family 
Welfare 

Jayaben B. 
Thakkar 

Harmful Effects of 
Asbestos 

47 

36 5323 29.04.2005 Mines Jaswant Singh 
Bishnoi 

Health Study of 
Workers of 
Asbestos Mining 

48 

37 3125 20.12.2004 Environment and 
Forests 

Rajesh Kumar 
Mishra 

Ban on White 
Asbestos 

49 

38 1537 19.07.2004 Environment and 
Forests 

Kinjarapu 
Yerrannaidu 

Ban on White 
Asbestos 

50 

39 3151 23.12.2003 Mines Jayaben B. 
Thakkar 

Ban on Asbestos 
Mining 

51 

40 3089 13.08.2003 Health and Family 
Welfare Prakash V. Patil Asbestos Cement 

plants in the country 
52 

41 685 09.05.2003 Commerce and 
Industry 

Suresh Ramarao 
Jadhav 

Asbestos cement 
plants in the country 

53-54 

42 608 05.05.2003 Environment and 
Forests 

Akbor Ali 
Khandoker 

Ban on Use of 
Asbestos 

55-56 

43 6069 05.05.2003 Environment and 
Forests S. Saiduzzaman Ban on Import of 

Asbestos 
57 

44 5650 30.04.2003 Health and Family 
Welfare 

Ram Naresh 
Tripathi Use of Asbestos 58 

45 3634 07.04.2003 Labour Suresh Ramrao 
Jadhav 

Workers in Asbestos 
Cement Products 

59 

46 2973 11.03.2003 Science and 
Technology S. Saiduzzaman Research on Safety of 

Asbestos 
60 

47 2004 04.03.2003 Mines Vinay Kumar 
Sorake 

Ban on Mining on 
Asbestos 

61 

48 2936 02.08.2002 Commerce and 
Industry Rasa Singh Rawat Export of Asbestos 62 

49 7828 17.05.2002 Commerce and 
Industry 

Suresh Ramrao 
Jadhav 

Closure of Asbestos 
Sheet units 

63 

50 5941 06.05.2002 Labour S. Saiduzzaman 
Impact of Asbestos 
Mining on 
Workers Health 

64-65 

51 121 19.11.2001 Environment and 
Forests Subodh Mohite Ban on Mining and 

Use of  Asbestos 
66 

52 4401 22.08.2001 Health and Family 
Welfare P.R. Khute Cancer From 

Asbestos 
67 

   53 57 23.07.2001 Environment and 
Forest Subodh Mohite Ban on Mining of 

Asbestos 
68 

54 4601 25.04.2000 Science and 
Technology Rajesh Verma Use of Asbestos Pipes 69 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 226 
ANSWERED ON 04.08.2021 

 
 

BAN ON ASBESTOS MINES 
 
*226. SHRI SANGAM LAL GUPTA: 
         SHRI P.P. CHAUDHARY :

 
 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased 
to state: 

 
(a) the number of asbestos mines which are currently functional in the 

country, State-wise including Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan; 
 

(b)  whether the Government has put a ban on asbestos mines for health 
related reasons; 
 

(c) if so, the details thereof including the date when the said ban was imposed 
long with details of any deadline to comply with the conditions of the ban; 

 
(d)  the details of the health hazards/crises associated with asbestos mining as 

noted by the Government; and 
 
(e) the action taken by the Government to ensure closure of open cast 

asbestos mines in the country including in Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF MINES, COAL AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
PRALHAD JOSHI) 

 
(a) to (e): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House. 

 
STATEMENT REFERRED IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (e) OF LOK SABHA 
STARRED QUESTION NO. *226 FOR ANSWER ON 04.08.2021 ASKED BY 
SHRI SANGAM LAL GUPTA AND SHRI P. P. CHAUDHARY REGARDING 
BAN ON ASBESTOS MINES  

 
(a) As per information made available by Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM), a 

subordinate office under the Ministry of Mines, currently no asbestos mine 
is functional in the country. 
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(b)&(c)  Considering the deleterious effect of asbestos on the health of the 

workers as it exposes them to various diseases, like silicosis, 
pneumoconiosis etc., Central Government decided on 09th July, 1986 not 
to permit the expansion of mines of asbestos. Accordingly, the State  
Governments/UTs  had  been  directed  not  to  grant  any  new  mining  
lease  for asbestos in the country. However, there were no deadlines 
provided to the State Governments/UTs to comply with this decision at that 
time. 

 
(d) As per information made available by Ministry of Labour and 

Employment, following diseases have been notified under section 25(1) of 
Mines Act, 1952 as the diseases associated with asbestos mining: 

 
(i) Asbestosis 
(ii) Cancer of Lung or the stomach or the pleura and peritonem i.e. 

                  mesothelioma
 
(e) In  compliance of  Hon’ble  NGT,  Delhi  order  dated  29.10.2015, joint  

inspections were carried out in the State of Rajasthan by Directorate of 
Mines & Geology, Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board and IBM to 
ensure closure of Asbestos mines. As per records available with IBM and 
information provided by the State Government of Uttar Pradesh, there are 
no asbestos mines in Uttar Pradesh. 
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UNSTARRED  QUESTION NO. 1692 
ANSWERED ON 28.12.2017 

 
 

IMPORT OF ASBESTOS 
 
1692. DR. GOKARAJU GANGA RAJU: 

 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state: 

 
(a)  whether it is a fact that the import of white asbestos from Russia, 

Kazakhstan, Brazil and China continues to rise according to Indian Minerals 
Yearbook published in December, 2015 despite technical ban on mining of all 
kinds of asbestos in India; 

 
(b)      if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; 

 
(c)   whether the Government proposes to curb imports of deadly material of 

  asbestos; and 
 
(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR MINES AND COAL (SHRI HARIBHAI 
PARTHIBHAI CHAUDHARY)  
 
(a) White Asbestos is used for various purposes viz. asbestos cement pipes, 

roofing of households, asbestos based manufacturing products like brake 
linings etc. India’s asbestos requirement is mainly met through imports from 
Russia, Kazakhstan, Brazil and Republic of China since the mining activity of 
asbestos mineral has been banned inthe country on health ground. 

 
As per available information from Directorate General of Commercial 
Intelligence and Statistics and Indian Bureau of Mines, the country-wise 
details of quantity of asbestos imported during the year 2014-15 to 2017-18 
(April-September) are as follows: 

(Quantity in thousand tonne) 
Name of the 
Country 

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
(Apr-Sept)

Russia 257.69 212.02 208.69 100.5
Kazakhstan 73.52 92.2 63.4 27.1
Brazil 61.79 49.2 37.2 33.6
Republic of China 2.7 2.0 1.0 0.5
Other Countries 0.6 0.0 0.1 0.7
Grand Total 396.47 355.66 310.57 162.7

(Source : Indian Bureau of Mines, DGCI&S) 



4 
 

 
It can be seen from the table that there is continuous decline in import of asbestos 
during the period of 2014-15 to 2017-18 (Apr-Sep) 
 

(b) Does not arise in view of the reply given to (a) above. 
 
(c)and(d)   Information in this regard is not held in Ministry of Mines since the 

import/export of minerals is regulated through EXIM policy of Directorate 
General of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry. However, 
the following remedial steps have been taken by the Government for 
regulation and safe use of asbestos in the country: 

 
i. As  per  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1948  and  rules  

framed  there  under, manufacture, handling and processing of asbestos 
and its products is declared as hazardous process. 

ii. Government of India has prepared Schedule XIV – Handling and 
Processing of Asbestos, Manufacture of any Article or Substance of 
Asbestos and any other Process of Manufacture  or  otherwise  in  which  
Asbestos  is  used  in  any  form  as  a  dangerous operation under 
section 87 of the Factories Act, 1948. 

 
iii. Government of India by Notification in Official Gazette has reduced the 

permissible level of Air borne Asbestos fibres in work environment to 20.1 
fibre/cc.  

 
iv. Grant of fresh mining leases and renewal of existing mining leases for 

Asbestos was banned by the Ministry of Mines in the country on Health 
Grounds. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1274 
ANSWERED ON 22.12.2017 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE TO ASBESTOS BASED FACTORIES 

 
1274. SHRI PONGULETI SRINIVASA REDDY:  
 

 
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased 
to state: 

 
(a) whether  the  Government  proposes  to  prohibit  the  use  of  asbestos  

based  products  to safeguard public health in the wake of recent estimate 
that asbestos is causing millions of occupational deaths globally every year; 
 

(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; 
 
(c) whether the Government proposes to prepare a register of asbestos 

exposed persons and asbestos laden buildings and if so, the details thereof; 
 

(d) whether the Government proposes to stop granting environmental 
clearance to asbestos based factories across the country and if so, the 
details thereof; and 

 
(e)  whether  any  compensation  package  for  the  victims  of  asbestos  

exposure  has  been announced and if so, the details thereof along with the 
other remedial measures taken by the Government to save people from 
exposure to hazardous asbestos? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE (DR. MAHESH SHARMA) 

 
(a)&(b) White Asbestos is used for various purposes viz. asbestos cement pipes, 

roofing of households, asbestos based manufacturing products like brake 
linings etc. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has 
notified the revised emission standards for asbestos  based  products  
manufacturing industries in  March,  2006.  These  standards are being 
enforced through respective State Pollution Control Boards / Pollution 
Control Committees. 

 
In order to assess the environmental and health hazards, arising from the 
use of Chrysotile asbestos in the country, the Ministry of Chemicals and 
Fertilizers had commissioned a study titled  “Study  of  Health  
hazards/Environmental hazards  resulting  from  use  of  Chrysotile variety 
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of Asbestos in the Country” through National Institute of Occupational Health 
(ICMR- NIOH), Ahemdabad. The report submitted by NIOH was assessed 
by an Inter Ministerial Committee constituted under the Chairmanship of the 
Secretary, Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals to consider the 
findings of the NIOH study report. The NIOH report does not indicate any 
significant health/environment hazards resulting from the use of Chrysotile 
asbestos under normal conditions, coupled with the fact that wet process 
being followed by most of the asbestos products manufacturing units in the 
country apart from its cost effectiveness and extensive use by the masses. 

 
(c ) No sir. 

 
(d) There is no proposal to stop granting the environmental clearance to the 

asbestos based factories across the country. 
 
(e) The matter of compensation for workers in the country is determined by 

relevant rules and regulations, as applicable such as The Workmen's 
Compensation Act 1923, The Factories Act 
1948, The Mines Act, 1952 etc. 

*** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2558 
ANSWERED ON 02.08.2016 

 
WHITE ASBESTOS 

 
 
2558.. SHRI RAMACHANDRAN MULLAPPALLY: 

 
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE be pleased to state: 

 
a)  whether the use of white asbestos has been banned in the world and if 

so, the details thereof; 
 
b) whether white asbestos is still being used in India and if so, the reasons therefor; 

             and  

   c)        the steps proposed to be taken in this regard? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 
MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR ENVIRONMENT, 
FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI ANIL MADHAV DAVE) 

 
(a) There is no world-wide ban on manufacture and usage of White Asbestos. 

Many countries such as Russia, China, Brazil, Kazakhstan and Canada 
are producers and exporters of White Asbestos. 

 
(b)&(c)  The  use  of  White  (Chrysotile)  Asbestos  in  manufacturing  is  regulated   

in  India.  White Asbestos is used for various purposes viz. asbestos 
cement pipes, roofing of households, asbestos based manufacturing 
products like brake linings etc. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change has notified the revised emission standards for asbestos 
based products manufacturing industries in March, 2006. These standards 
are being enforced through State Pollution Control Boards / Union Territory 
Pollution Control Committees. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1255 
ANSWERED ON 07.12.2015 

 
ASBESTOS MINING 

 
 
1255. SHRI KUNWAR BHARATENDRA: 

 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) the details of the asbestos mining being carried out in the country during 

each of the last three years, State-wise; 
 
(b)  whether the Government proposes to stop the asbestos mining operations in 

the country in view of its adverse effect on public health; and 
 
(c) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor? 

 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR MINES AND STEEL (SHRI VISHNU DEO SAI) 

 
(a) During last three years, there was no asbestos mining in the country. 

 
(b)  Grant of fresh mining leases and renewal of existing mining leases for 

Asbestos has been banned by the Ministry of Mines in the country on 
health grounds. 

 
(c) Does not arise in view of the answer to (b) above. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 257 
ANSWERED ON 27.04.2015 

 
BAN ON IMPORT OF ASBESTOS 

 
257. SHRI M. K. RAGHAVAN 

 
Will the minister of Commerce and Industry be pleased to state:- 

 
(a)  whether the Government is aware that manufacture and usage of 

 Asbestos has been banned worldwide for its ill-effects on health and if 
 so, the details thereof; 

 
(b)  whether the Government proposes to ban import of Asbestos in the country; 

(c)  if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons  therefor; and 

(d)  the remedial steps taken/being taken by the Government in this regard?  
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) (SMT. NIRMALA SITHARAMAN) 

 
a) to d): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House. 

 
STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (d) OF LOK SABHA 
STARRED QUESTION NO. 257 
 
FOR ANSWER ON 13TH MARCH, 2015 REGARDING “BAN ON IMPORT OF 
ASBESTOS” 

 
(a):     There is no world-wide ban on manufacture and usage of asbestos. Countries 

like Russia, China, Brazil, Kazakhstan and Canada are large producers and 
exporters of asbestos. 

 
(b)to(d) No. India is a signatory to the Rotterdam Convention which regulates 

International Trade in Hazardous Chemicals and  Pesticides (Annex III  of  
the  Convention) on  health or environmental reasons. Asbestos consists of 
six varieties, namely, Crocidolite, Actinolite, Anthophylite,  Amosite,Tremolite  
and  Chrysotile.  Except  Chrysotile  variety  of  asbestos, import offirst five 
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varieties is “Restricted” in the Country (requiring import licence) as per the 
Rotterdam Convention, whereas Chrysotile variety has not been listed in 
Annex III and its import policy is “free”. No authorisation / licence has been 
granted during 2011 - 2015 to import any of the 5 “Restricted” varieties of 
asbestos. 

 
The following remedial steps have been taken by the Government for regulation 
and safe use of Asbestos: 

 
(a) As per the provisions of the Factories Act, 1948 and rules framed there 

under, manufacture, handling and processing of asbestos and its products is 
declared as hazardous process. 

 
(b) Govt. of India has prepared Schedule XIV – Handling and Processing of 

Asbestos, Manufacture of any Article or Substance of Asbestos and any other 
Process of Manufacture or otherwise in which Asbestos is used in any form as a 
dangerous operation under section 87 of the Factories Act, 1948. 

 
(c) Govt. of India by Notification in Official Gazette has reduced the permissible 

level of Air borne Asbestos fibres in work environment to 20.1 fibre/cc. 
 
(d) Grant of fresh mining leases and renewal of existing mining leases for 

Asbestos was banned by the Ministry of Mines in the country on Health 
Grounds. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4474  
ANSWERED ON 21.02.2014 

 
ASBESTOS RELATED DISEASES 

 
4474 .   Shri S. Ramasubbu  

 
 

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:- 
 
 
(a) whether exposure to asbestos can lead to various life threatening diseases 

including lungs cancer and if so, the details thereof; 
 
 
(b) whether cases of asbestos related diseases and deaths there from have 

come to the notice of the Government; 
 
 
(c) if so, the details thereof along with the steps taken/proposed by the 

Government for the treatment of affected people during each of the last 
three years and the current year, State/UT-wise; 

(d) whether his Ministry proposes to take up the matter with the concerned 
departments to ban the production and use of asbestos products in the 
country; and 

(e) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons there for? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

THE MINISTER OF HEATH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI GHULAM NABI 
AZAD) 

(a): Indian Council of Medical Research(ICMR) has informed that major health 
hazards of asbestos include cancer of lung, mesothelioma of pleura and 
peritoneum and specific fibrous disease of lung known as asbestosis. All 
types of asbestos fibers are responsible for human mortality and morbidity. 
Studies have been carried out at National Institute of Occupational Research, 
an Institute of ICMR, Ahmedabad which show that workers when exposed to 
higher workplace concentration of asbestos fiber have higher incidence of 
interstitial lung disease and pulmonary function impairment. 

 
 
(b)to(e): Directorate General Factory Advice Service and Labour Institutes, 

(DGFASLI) under Ministry of Labour & Employment has intimated data of 
workers suffering from Asbestosis in factories registered under the Factories 
Act, 1948.As per the information provided by DGFASLI,it is informed that 21 
no. of Asbestosis cases were reported in Gujarat in 2010 and 2 cases in 
Maharashtra in the year 2012 . As per the provisions of the  Factories  
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Act,1948  and  rules  framed  thereunder,  manufacture, handling  and 
processing of Asbestos and its products is declared as Hazardous Process. 
Further, Govt. of India has prepared Schedule XIV- ‘’Handling and 
Processing of Asbestos, Manufacture of any Article or Substance of 
Asbestos and any other Process of Manufacture or otherwise in which 
Asbestos is used in any Form’’ as a Dangerous Operation under section 87 
of the Factories Act,1948. 

 
 
Further, the Govt. of India by notification in official Gazette, has reduced 
the permissible level of Airborne Asbestos fibers in work environment 20.1 
fiber/cc. 
 
The Ministry of Mines has informed that the Grant of fresh mining leases 
and renewal of existing  mining  leases  for  Asbestos  are  presently  
banned  in  the  country  on  Health Grounds. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1720 

 ANSWERED ON 16.12.2013 
 
 

CLEARANCE TO ASBESTOS MANUFACTURING UNITS 
 
1720 .   Shri S. R. Jeyadural , 
             Shri D.B. Chandre  Gowda 

 
 
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased to state:- 

 
 
(a) whether the Central Pollution Control Board has given clearance for 

setting up of asbestos manufacturing units/asbestos based factories in the 
country; 

 
 
(b) if  so,  the  details  thereof,  State-wise  along  with  the  total  

number  of  Asbestos manufacturing units in the country, State-wise; 
 
 
(c)    whether these factories have been violating environmental norms; 

 
 
(d) if    so,    the    details   thereof   along    with    the    reasons   for    giving   

then    environmental clearance; 
 

(e) whether any epidemiological study on Asbestos related diseases has been 
conducted in the country; and 

 
 
(f)    if so, the details thereof along with the outcome of this study? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS (SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN) 

 
 
(a)to(d) The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is not empowered to grant 

environmental clearance to   any   industry  in   the   country.  However,  as   
per   the   Environmental  Impact  Assessment  (EIA) Notification 2006, the 
Asbestos milling and asbestos based products are covered under schedule 
4(c) of the said notification and requires environment clearance   from   the   
Ministry   of    Environment   and Forests   (MoEF).   Environment Clearance 
to the proposals involving setting up Asbestos milling and asbestos based 
products are  accorded by  MoEF  after  due  process  laid  down  in  the  
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Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006. The MoEF has 
accorded Environment Clearances to 84 asbestos manufacturing units during 
1997 to 2013. The details are given at Annexure-I. 

 
 

As reported by the CPCB, no violations of environmental norms by these 
industries have been reported. 

 
(e)&(f)The CPCB has conducted ‘‘Human health risk assessment studies in asbestos 

based industries in India’’ through Industrial Toxicological Research Centre, 
Lucknow and published in August,2008. The epidemiological study conducted 
in the asbestos cement factory indicated that the population which is exposed 
to  asbestos fibres showed   a    marked   increase   in    deterioration  of    
lung   function   as compared  to   the control population, which was not 
exposed to asbestos fibres. Further, National Institute of     Occupational       
Health       has       also conducted a study on health hazards /environmental 
hazards  resulting from  use  of  chrysotile variety  of  asbestos in the 
country, sponsored by Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers 

. 
ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (A) TO (D) OF LOK SABHA 
UNSTARED QUESTION NO. 1720 DUE FOR REPLY ON 16.12.2013 
REGARDING ‘CLEARANCE TO ASBESTOS MANUFACTURING UNITS’ 
RAISED BY SHRI S.R. JEYADURAI NAD SHRI D.B. CHANDRE GOWDA. 

 
State-wise Environmental Clearance granted by the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests for setting up of asbestos manufacturing units: 

 

 

S. 
No. 

State Company/Proponent No. Of 
Environment 

Clearance 
1. Andhra 

Pradesh 
(i) M/s Saladri Industries Ltd 
(ii)  M/s Hyderabad Industries Limited. 
(iii) M/s Visaka Industries Ltd. 
(iv) M/s Sri Venkateswara Pipes Ltd. 
(v) M/s Satyam Cements. 
(vi)  M/s Sri Venkateswara Pipes Ltd.(Expansion) 
(vii) M/s Hyderabad Industries. (Expansion) 
(viii) M/s Ramco Industries. 

08 

2. Assam (i) M/s Jambo Rooofings & Tiles 
(ii)  O.P Khare General Manager (Works), M/s 

Jumbo Roofings & Tiles, House No.62, By Lane 
No.2, Tarun Nagar, ABC, GS Road, Guwahati- 
781005. 

(iii) M/s Assam Roofing Limited. 
(iv) M/s North East Roofing (Pvt.) Ltd. 

04 
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3. Bihar (i) M/s A Infrastructure Limited. 
(ii) M/s Ramco Industries Limited. 
(iii) M/s Balmukund Cement & Asbestos Limited. 
(iv) M/s Nibhi Industries Pvt. Ltd. 

04 

4. Chhattisgarh (i) M/s Vilsons Roofing Products Pvt. Limited. 01 

5. Gujarat (i) M/s Ramco Industries Limited. 
(ii) M/s Bhakti Associates. 
(iii) M/s Vardhaman Roofings Private Limited. 
(iv) M/s Champion Jointing Pvt. Ltd. 
(v) M/s Visaka Industries Ltd. 
(vi)  M/s New Sahyadri Industries. 
(vii) M/s Gujarat Pressure Pipes 
(viii) M/s Ramco Industries Limited. (Expansion) 
(ix)  M/s Fireseal Insulations Pvt. Limited. 
(x) M/s MRK Pipes Limited. 

10 

6. Haryana (i) M/s ASK Automotive (P) Ltd (Unit-ll) 
(ii) M/s M.R.K. Pipes Ltd. 

02 

7. Karnataka (i) M/s Visaka Industries Limited.(Sambalpur) 
(ii) M/s Visaka Industries Limited.(Tumkur) 

02 

8. Madhya 
Pradesh 

(i) M/s Royal Uniforce Roofings Pvt. Ltd. 
(ii) M/s Nibhi Industries Private Limited. 

02 

9. Maharashtra (i) M/s U.P. Asbestos Ltd. 
(ii) M/s Visaka Industries Limited 
(iii) M/s Everest Industries Ltd. 
(iv) M/s Vilsons Roofing Product Private Limited. 
(v)  M/s New Sahyadri Industry Ltd. 
(vi) M/s Hyderabad Industries Limited. 
(vii) M/s Eternit Everest Ltd. 

07 

10. Odisha (i) M/s UAL Industries Limited. 
(ii)  M/s Visaka Industries Ltd. 
(iii) M/s HIL Limited. 
(iv) M/s Hyderabad Industries Limited. 

04 

11. Punjab (i) M/s Sturdy Industries Ltd. 01 
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12. Rajasthan (i) M/s MRK Pipes Limited. 
(ii)  M/s Shri Hari Pipes (Private) Ltd. 
(iii) M/s Ankit Roofings Ltd. 
(iv) M/s ARL Infratech 
(v) M/s G.G. Pipes Pvt. Limited. 
(vi) M/s Mohit Pipes Pvt. Ltd. 
(vii) M/s Gupta Engineering Works. 
(viii) M/s Agam Cement Product Pvt. Ltd. 
(ix) M/s Ganpati Asbestor Pvt. Limited 
(x) M/s Ankit Roofings Ltd.(Expansion) 
(xi) M/s A Infrastruture Ltd. 
(xii) M/s Siddarth Udyog 
(xiii) M/s G.B. Asbestors Pipes 
(xiv) Roofit Industries Limited. 

14 

13. Tamil Nadu (i) M/s Nibhi Industries Private Limited. 
(ii) M/s Premier Building Materials Private Limited. 
(iii) M/s Ramco Industries Limited. 
(iv) M/s Visaka Industries Ltd. 
(v) M/s Everest Industries Limited. 
(vi) M/s New Sahyadri Industries Limited. 
(vii) M/s Ramco Industries Ltd. (Expansion) 

07 

14. Uttar Pradesh (i) M/s Jaiprakash Associates Limited 
(ii) M/s Utkal Asbestor Limited. 
(iii) M/s Jepee Cement Products. 
(iv) M/s Hyderabad Industries. (v)
  Hyderabad Industries. 
(vi) M/s Visaka Industries 
(vii) U P. Asbestos Ltd. 
(viii) U P. Asbestos Ltd.(transfer case) 
(ix)  Expansion of M/s U.P. Asbestos 

09 

15. Uttarakhand (i) M/s Aqua Infra Projects Ltd. 
(ii) M/s Everest Industries Ltd. 

02 

16. West Bengal (i) M/s Ramco Industries Ltd. 
(ii) M/s UAL Bengal Ltd. 
(iii) Swaraj Asbestos Pvt. Ltd. 
(iv) M/s UAL Bengal.(Expansion) (v)
  M/s Mahadev Asbestos (P) Ltd. 
(vi) M/s Visaka Industries Limited. 
(vii) M/s Ramco Industries Ltd. (Expansion case) 

07 

Total 84 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1558  

ANSWERED ON 13.12.2013 
 

STUDY ON ASBESTOS MINING BY IBM 
1558 .    Smt. Shruti Choudhry 

 
 

Will the Minister of MINES  be pleased to state:- 
 
 

(a) whether the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) has conducted any study on the 
effect on the health of labourers engaged in asbestos mining; 

 
 

(b) if so, the details and the indings/recommendations thereof;  
 
(c) the follow-up action taken by the Government thereon; 
 
(d) whether the guidelines for safeguard measures for asbestos mining have 

since been finalized and ban/restriction on its grant/renewal has been lifted; 
 
 

(e) if so, the details thereof; and 
 
 

(f) if not, the reasons therefor and the time by which the same are likely to be 
finalized? 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF MINES (SHRI DINSHA PATEL) 

 
 
(a)to(f): A Science and Technology Project titled ‘Study of Pollution Level in 

Asbestos Mines and processing plants in Rajasthan’ was undertaken by Indian 
Bureau of Mines (IBM), a subordinate office of the Ministry. The Study 
recommended that subject to imposition of safeguards on pollution level in 
work environment, the restrictions imposed on grant and renewal of mining 
leases and expansion of mining may be lifted. 

 
Recommendations of the Study have been examined in consultation with all 
stake holders. Some stake holders have suggested that asbestos mining can 
be permitted with appropriate safeguards. IBM in consultation with Central 
Pollution Control Board and Directorate General of Mines Safety has 
prepared draft guidelines laying down the safeguards for mining of asbestos, 
which are in the process of finalisation in consultation with stakeholders. The 
restriction on grant/renewal of mining leases of asbestos cannot be lifted till 
the finalisation of guidelines. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1277  

ANSWERED ON 13.08.2013 
 

BAN ON USE OF ASBESTOS 
 
1277 .   Shri D.B. Chandre Gowda 
             Shri Abdulrahman  
 
 
Will the Minister of  CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:- 

 
 
(a) Whether the Indian asbestos market has grown considerably during the 

past many years; 
 
(b) If so, the details thereof; 
 
(c)  Whether the Government has made any study regarding the health hazard 

of this material;  
 
(d) If so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; 
 
(e) Whether the use of asbestos has been banned in many countries due to its 

serious health- related dangers; and 
 
(f) If so, the names of countries and the steps taken by the Government to ban 

the use of this material in the country? 
 
 

ANSWER  
 
MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS AND MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT 
CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND PROGRAMME 
IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI SRIKANT KUMAR JENA) 

 
 
(a)&(b) Asbestos consists of six varieties, namely, Crocidolite, Actinolite, 

Anthophylite, Amosite, Tremolite and Chrysotile. The first five varieties of 
asbestos are not used in the country. Chrysotile variety of asbestos, which is 
permitted for use in the country, is not banned or restricted for import into 
India according to the existing Exim policy. As per the information available 
on the website of Department of Commerce, the quantity of Chrysotile 
asbestos imported from various countries during 2008-2009, 2009-2010, 
2010-2011, 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 is as under:- 
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Quantity in Tonnes 
Year 
2008-09 

Quantity
3,46,03

2009-10 3,30,10
2010-11 3,53,44
2011-12 3,77,33
2012-13 4,58,56

 
(c)&(d) In order to assess the environmental and health hazards, if any, arising 

from the use of Chrysotile asbestos in the country, Department of 
Chemicals and Petrochemicals has commissioned a study to National 
Institute of Occupational Health (NIOH), Ahmedabad. The report on the 
said study has been received from NIOH. 

 
 
(e) This  Department  is  not  in  possession  of  any  information  pertaining  

to  details  of countries which have banned the use of asbestos. 
 
 
(f)    The  findings  of  the  NIOH  Report  indicate  no  significant  health  

hazards  and environmental hazards arising from the use of Chrysotile 
variety of asbestos in the country. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 254  

ANSWERED ON 23.11.2012 
 

STUDY ON ASBESTOS MINING BY IBM 
 
254 .  Shri Ramsinhbhai Patalbhai Rathwa  
 
 
Will the Minister of MINES  be pleased to state:- 
 
 
(a) whether the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) has conducted any study on the 

effect on the health of labourers engaged in asbestos mining; 
 
 
(b) if so, the details thereof alongwith the findings/recommendations made by it;  
 
(c) the follow-up action taken by the Government thereon; 
 
(d) whether the guidelines for safeguard measures for asbestos mining have 

since been finalized and ban/restriction on its grant/renewal have been lifted; 
 
 
(e) if so, the details thereof; and 
 
 
(f) if not, the reasons therefor and the time by which the same are likely to be 

finalized? 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF MINES (SHRI DINSHA PATEL) 
 
 
(a)to(f): A Science and Technology Project titled ‘Study of Pollution Level in 

Asbestos Mines and processing plants in Rajasthan’ was undertaken by 
Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM), a subordinate office of the Ministry. The 
Study recommended that subject to imposition of  safeguards on  pollution 
level in  work environment, the  restrictions imposed on grant and renewal 
of mining leases and expansion of mining may be lifted. 

 
 

Recommendations of the Study have been examined in consultation 
with all  stake holders. Some stake holders have suggested that asbestos 
mining can be permitted with appropriate safeguards. IBM in consultation 
with Central Pollution Control Board and Directorate General of Mines 
Safety has prepared draft guidelines laying down the safeguards for mining 
of asbestos, which are in the process of finalisation in consultation with 
stakeholders. The restriction on grant/renewal of mining leases of 
asbestos cannot be lifted till the finalisation of guidelines. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4304  

ANSWERED ON 06.09.2012 
 
 

BAN ON PRODUCTION OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
4304 . Shri Neeraj Singh Shekhar  

Shri Yashvir Pradhan  
Shri Nityananda 

 
 
Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS   be pleased to state:- 
 
 
(a) whether the Government is aware of environmental hazards due to 

asbestos;  
 
(b) if so, the details thereof; 
 
(c) whether the Government has not taken action for banning of asbestos in 

India due to its adverse effects on environment and ecology of the country 
and if so, the details thereof; 

 
(d) whether till May, 2012, 55 countries of the world have banned it completely;  
 
(e)  if so, the details thereof; 
 
(f)  whether due to pressure from asbestos manufacturing and marketing 

companies the Government is hesitating to ban it;  
 
(g) if so, the reasons therefor; and 
 
(h)   the time by which the ban is likely to be made on the use of asbestos? 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
STATISTICS AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION AND MINISTER OF 
STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI 
SRIKANT KUMAR JENA)  
 
(a),(b) 
& (c)  Asbestos  consists  of   six   varieties,  namely,  Crocidolite,  Actinolite,  

Anthophyllite, Amosite, Tremolite and Chrysotile. The first five varieties of 
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asbestos are not used in the country. Chrysotile variety of asbestos is 
permitted for use in the country. 

 
India is a signatory to the Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed Consent 
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International 
Trade. Annex III of the Convention lists industrial chemicals and pesticides 
that have been banned or severely restricted for health or environmental 
reasons by Parties to the Convention. Of the six varieties of asbestos, 
Chrysotile variety has not been listed in Annex III. However, in order to 
assess the environmental and health hazards, if any, arising from the use 
of Chrysotile asbestos in the country, Department of Chemicals and 
Petrochemicals has commissioned a  study  to  National  Institute  of  
Occupational Health  (NIOH), Ahmedabad. The final report on the said 
study has been received from NIOH and the findings of the Report are 
being considered. 

 
 
(d)&(e) This Department is not in possession of any information pertaining to 

details of countries having banned the use of asbestos. 
 
 
(f)&(g) No, Sir. 
 
 
(h) India is a signatory to the Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed Consent 

Procedure for  Certain  Hazardous  Chemicals  and  Pesticides  in  
International  Trade.  Chrysotile variety of asbestos has not been listed in 
Annex III of the Convention. The use of Chrysotile asbestos is not banned in 
India. 



23 
 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3168  
ANSWERED ON 30.08.2012 

 
USE OF ASBESTOS 

 
 

3168 . Shri S. R. Jeyadural  
Shri D.B. Chandre Gowda

 
Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:- 
 
(a) the total asbestos imported by the county from various countries during 

each of the last three years and the current year, country-wise; 
 
(b) whether it is a fact that use of asbestos has been banned in some countries;  
 
(c) If so, the details of such countries and the reasons thereof; 
 
(d) the names of the States in the Country which have banned the use of 

asbestos in the Rural Water Supply Schemes and the States which are 
still using asbestos for this purpose along with the reasons therefor; and  

 
(e)    the policy of the Government in this regard? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
STATISTICS AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION AND MINISTER OF 
STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI 
SRIKANT KUMAR JENA) 
 
 
(a) Asbestos   consists   of   six   varieties,   namely,   Crocidolite,  Actinolite,  

Anthophylite, Amosite, Tremoiite and Chrysotile. The first five varieties of 
asbestos are not used in the country. Chrysotile variety of asbestos, which 
is permitted for use in the country, is not banned or restricted for import into 
India according to the existing Exim policy. As per  the  information  
available  on  the  website  of  Department  of  Commerce,  the quantity of 
asbestos imported from various countries during 2008-2009, 2009-2010,  
2010-2011 and 2011-2012 (upto December 2011) is as under:- 
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Quantity in Thousands 
(kg) Year Quantity 
2008-09 346.657.46 
2009-10 331,413.87 
2010-11 365,793.64 
2011-12                  276,54548 
(upto December-11) 
 

The quantity of asbestos, imported from five leading countries, is as under:- 
 
 

Quantity in Thousands (kg) Country
 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

(upto Dec,2011) 
 

RUSSIA 157,839.2 152,448.2 178,478.6 135,7569
CANADA 68,433.21 70,934.47 58,051.81 25,160.1
BRAZIL 56,161.93 57,426.53 55,413.56 33,084.3
KAZAKHSTAN   3,745.77 45,223.50 51,844.21 46,224.8
ZIMBABWE 5,214.55 3,048.67 170.00 - 

 
 
(b)&(c)  Import of chrysotile variety of asbestos is not banned or restricted in 

India according to the existing Exim policy.This Department is not in 
possession of any information pertaining to details of countries having 
banned the use of asbestos. 

 
 
(d)&(e) Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, the nodal department in this 

regard, has informed that it does not maintain any data regarding the use of 
asbestos in the Rural Water Supply Schemes. Further, no specific policy 
exists in the matter. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 7198 

ANSWERED ON 21.05.2012 
 

BAN ON USE OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
7198 .   Shri Baijayant Panda  
 
 
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS   be pleased to state:-  
 
(a) whether India is the largest importer of asbestos; 
 
(b) if so, the details thereof; and 
 

(c) the action plan prepared by the Government to stop its import and to ban this in 
dwelling and occupational sites in the country? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS (SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN) 
 
 
(a)to(c) As per the information provided by the Ministry of Chemicals and 

Fertilizers, no authentic information is available on the quantity of asbestos 
being imported by countries. Out of the six varieties of asbestos, India 
imports only Chrysotile asbestos. Import of this item is not banned or 
restricted in India according to the existing Exim policy. 



26 
 

   
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4030  

ANSWERED ON 19.12.2011 
 
 

BAN ON ASBESTOS 
 
 
4030 .    Shri Anirudhan Sampath 
 
 
Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be pleased to state:- 
 
 
(a) whether India imports white asbestos from Canada where it has been 

banned on grounds of toxicity; 
 
 
(b)  if so, the reasons therefor; 
 
 
(c) whether there is any proposal for imposing ban on the imports of the said product; 

and 
 
 
(d) if so, the details thereof? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
(SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA) 
 
 
(a)to(d) Present import policy for Chrysotile Asbestos, generally known as white 

asbestos, is ‘free’ under ITC (HS) Code 25249011, 25249021 & 25249031. 
Accordingly, importers can import this item from any  country of  their choice     
including Canada, without any permission/authorization. There is no proposal 

            to change this policy. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3607  

ANSWERED ON 15.12.2011 
 

CONSUMPTION OF ASBESTOS 
3607 .    Shri Anirudhan Sampath 
 
 
Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:- 
 
 
(a) Whether the use of asbestos has been banned in over 40 countries on the 

grounds of toxicity but is permitted in India; 
 
 
(b)  if so, the reasons therefor;and 
 
 
(c) the number of tonnes of asbestos consumed in the country during each of 

the last three years and the current year? 
 
 

ANSWER  
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND 
FERTILIZERS AND MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) 
STATISTICS AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI SRIKANT KUMAR 
JENA) 
 
 
(a)&(b) Asbestos consists of six varieties, namely Crocidolite, Actinolite, 

Anthophyllite, Amosite,Tremolite and  Chrysotile. Five varieties of  Asbestos 
except Chrysotile have been included in Annex III of the Rotterdam 
Convention and these are not being used in India. However, Chrysotile 
Asbestos is permitted for use in the country. The Department of Chemicals 
and Petrochemicals has commissioned a Study to National Institute of 
Occupational Health (NIOH), Ahmedabad to assess the environmental and 
health hazards, if any arising from the use of Chrysotile Asbestos in the 
country. The final report is awaited from NIOH. 

 
 
(c) The number of tonnes of Chrysotile Asbestos consumed in the country 

during each of the last three years and the current year are as under:- 
 
 

Year Consumption of Asbestos 
2008 3,00,000 tonnes 
2009 3,60,000 tonnes 
2010 4,00,000 tonnes 
2011 4,15,000 tonnes (approx) 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 5839 

ANSWERED ON 08.09.2011 
 

PRODUCTION OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
5839.  Shri Adhikari Suvendu  
 
 
Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:- 
 
 
(a) whether the Union Government is giving due importance to the serious health 

hazards for the production of asbestos; 
 
 
(b) if so, whether the asbestos is still being widely used as a material for roofing 

sheets, flat sheets, cement pipes etc.; and 
 
 
(c)  if so, the corrective steps taken by the Government in this regard. 
 

 
ANSWER 

 
MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
STATISTICS AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION AND MINISTER OF 
STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI 
SRIKANT KUMAR JENA)  
 
(a)&(c)  Yes,  sir.  In  view of  the  deleterious effect of  asbestos mining on  the  

health of  the workers resulting in diseases like silicosis and pneumoconiosis 
etc., the Government of India decided in 1986 not to grant any fresh mining 
lease for asbestos in the country. In 1989, this restriction was extended for 
leases for other minerals also where asbestos occurrence as associated 
mineral is in abundance. In June 1993, Government of India decided not to 
renew the existing mining leases. In addition, the Government has put in 
place various measures to safeguard the health of employees which, inter 
alia, include mandatory environmental clearance for investment as per the 
provisions and procedures  under  EIA  Notification  1994.  Also,  National  
Institute  of  Occupational Health is conducting a study on health and 
environmental hazards resulting from use of chrysotile variety of asbestos in 
the country as commissioned by Government of India 

 
 
(b)   Only Chrysotile asbestos is being used as a material for roofing sheets, flat 

sheets & cement pipes etc. in the country. 



29 
 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3918  

ANSWERED ON 26.08.2011 
 

ASBESTOS HAZARD 
3918 .   Shri Kamal Kishor  
 

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:- 
 

(a) whether Asbestos despite being hazardous to patients and environment is 
being used by industries in the country; 

 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 
 

(c) whether the Government has received complaints about deaths due to 
cancer and other life threatening diseases caused by Asbestos; 

 

(d) if so, the details thereof; and 
 

(e) the steps taken by the Government to tackle the situation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI SUDIP 
BANDYOPADHYAY)  
 

(a)&(b) Presently only the chrysotile variety of asbestos is used in India in 
manufacture of asbestos cement products. The asbestos fibre levels are below 
the prescribed national and international norms and health hazards of use of 
chrysotile asbestos are yet to be proved. 

 
(c)&(d) Although  no  specific  complaint  has  been  received  in  the  Department  

of  Health Research, exposure to asbestos can lead to asbestosis, wherein 
there is a fibrosis of the lungs. It can also lead to mesothelloma (cancer of the 
lung). 

 

(e) Government has put in place various measures to safeguard the health of 
employees which, inter alia, included mandatory environmental clearance for 
asbestos based industries (new and expansion/modernization) irrespective 
of investment as per the provisions and procedures under Environment 
Impact Assessment Notification 1994. Strict adherence to medical health 
care, occupational health monitoring and compliance to various BIS (Bureau 
of Indian Standards) standards are prescribed while granting clearance. 
Further, the Factories Act, 1948 contains stringent provision in regard to 
permissible exposure limit for Chrysotile asbestos as 1.0 fibre/CC. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3012  

ANSWERED ON 19.08.2011 
 
 

STUDY ON ASBESTOS MINING BY IBM 
 
3012 .   Shri N Cheluvaraya Swamy Swamygowda 
 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:- 
 
(a) whether the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) has conducted any study regarding 

the adverse impact on the health of the labourers involved in mining of 
asbestos; 

 

(b) if so, the details thereof alongwith the findings/recommendations of the 
study;  

 

(c) the follow-up action taken by the Government thereon; 
 

(d) whether the safeguard measures for asbestos mining have since been 
finalised and the ban on grant/renewal of asbestos mining have been lifted; 

 

(e) if so, the details thereof; and 
 

(f) if not, the reasons therefore and the time by which the same are likely to be 
finalised? 

 
ANSWER  

 
THE MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR MINES (SHRI 
DINSHA PATEL) 
 
(a)to(f)  An S&T Project titled ‘  Study of Pollution Level in Asbestos Mines and 

processing plants in Rajasthan’ was undertaken by Indian Bureau of 
Mines(IBM), a subordinate office  of  the  Ministry.  The  Study  
recommended  that  subject  to  imposition  of safeguards on pollution level 
in work environment, the restrictions imposed on grant and renewal of mining 
leases and expansion of mining may be lifted. Recommendations of the Study 
have been examined in consultation with all stake holders. Some stake 
holders have suggested that asbestos mining can be permitted with 
appropriate safeguards. IBM in consultation with Central Pollution Control 
Board and Directorate General of Mines Safety has prepared draft guidelines 
laying down the safeguards  for mining  of  asbestos,  which  are  in  the  
process  of  finalisation  in consultation with stakeholders. The restriction on 
grant/renewal of mining leases of asbestos cannot be lifted till the finalisation 
of guidelines. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4415  

ANSWERED ON 07.12.2010 
 
 

MINING OF ASBESTOS 
 
4415 .   Shri Narahari Mahato  

 
 
Will the Minister of MINES  be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether any study has been conducted by the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) 

regarding adverse effects on the health of the workers in asbestos mines; 
 
 

(b) if so, the details thereof and the findings of the study; 
 
 

(c)  whether the IBM has made any specific recommendation in this regard;  
 

(d) if so, the details thereof; 
 

(e) whether the IBM has recommended the lifting of the ban on asbestos mining; 
 

(f) if so, whether the Government proposes to implement the recommendations made 
by the IBM and lift the ban on issuance of new mining lease agreement/renewal of 
the old ones; and 

 
(g) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefore? 
 

ANSWER  
 
THE MINISTER OF MINES AND MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH 
EASTERN REGION (SHRI B. K. HANDIQUE) 

 
 
(a)to(g)An S&T Project titled ‘Study of Pollution Level in Asbestos Mines and 

processing plants in Rajasthan’  was  undertaken by  Indian  Bureau  of  
Mines  (IBM),  a  subordinate office  of  the Ministry. The Study recommended 
that subject to imposition of safeguards on pollution level in work 
environment, the ban imposed on grant and renewal of mining leases and 
expansion of mining may be lifted. 

 
Recommendations of the Study have been examined in consultation with all 
stakeholders. Some stakeholders have suggested that asbestos mining can 
be permitted with appropriate safeguards. IBM in consultation with Central 
Pollution Control Board and Directorate General of Mines Safety has been 
asked to work out these safeguards which have not been finalized yet. At 
present the ban on grant/renewal of mining leases of asbestos has not been 
lifted. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1305  

ANSWERED ON 02.08.2010 
 

BAN OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
1305 .   Smt. Shruti Choudhry  
 
 
Will the Minister of RURAL DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:-  

(a) whether some countries have banned the use of asbestos;  

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; 

(c) the names of the States in the country which have banned the use of asbestos in 
the Rural Water Supply Schemes and the States which are still using asbestos for 
this purpose; and 

 
 
(d) the policy of the Government in this regard? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT(MS. AGATHA 
SANGMA)  
 

(a)&(b)  Some countries have banned the use of asbestos for certain 
health hazards. 

 
(c)&(d)  Rural water supply is  a  State subject and  powers to  plan, sanction and  

implement water supply schemes including selection of pipe material vests 
with the State Governments and therefore the Department does not maintain 
information about usages of different materials by the States. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4596  

ANSWERED ON 23.04.2010 
 
 

USE OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
4596 .   Smt. Shruti Choudhry  

 
 
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:- 
 

(a) whether use of asbestos has been banned in most of the countries 
because of its cancer causing effects; 

 
 
(b) if so, the reasons for which even today some States in the country are using 

asbestos cement pressure pipes in water supply schemes, particularly, in rural 
areas; 

(c) whether the Union Government has sought any report from the State 
Governments in this regard; 

 
 
(d) if so, the details in this regard; and 
 
 
(e) the corrective steps taken/proposed to be taken by the Government in the 

matter? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI S. 
GANDHISELVAN)  
 
(a) Some countries have banned the use of asbestos for certain health 

hazards. 
 
(b) From the available literature, there does not appear to be any health hazard 

from asbestos cemented pipes used for drinking water. 
 
 
(c)to(e) Do not arise. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 874  

ANSWERED ON 24.11.2009 
 

IBM STUDY ON ASBESTOS MINING 
 
874.  Shri Khiladi Lal Bairwa  

 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether any study has been conducted by the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) 

regarding adverse effects on the health of the workers in asbestos mines; 
 
(b) if so, the details thereof and the findings of the study; 
 
(c)  whether the IBM has made any specific recommendation in this regard;  
 
(d) if so, the details thereof; 
 

(e) whether the IBM has recommended the lifting of the ban on asbestos mining; 
 
(f) if so, whether the Government proposes to implement the recommendations made 

by the IBM and lift the ban on issuance of new mining lease agreement/renewal of 
the old ones; and 

 
(g) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefore ? 
 

ANSWER 
 
THE MINISTER OF MINES AND MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH 
EASTERN REGION (SHRI B.K. HANDIQUE) 

 
 
(a)to(g)An S&T Project titled ‘ Study of Pollution Level in Asbestos Mines and 

processing plants in Rajasthan’  was  undertaken  by  Indian  Bureau  of  
Mines(IBM),  a  subordinate  office  of  the Ministry. The Study recommended 
that subject to imposition of safeguards on pollution level in work environment, 
the ban imposed on grant and renewal of mining leases and expansion of 
mining may be lifted. 

 
 

Recommendations of the Study have been examined in consultation with all 
stake holders. Some stake holders have suggested that asbestos mining can be 
permitted with appropriate safeguards. IBM in consultation with Central Pollution 
Control Board and Directorate General of Mines Safety has been asked to work 
out these safeguards which have not been finalized yet. At present the ban on 
grant/renewal of mining leases of asbestos has not been lifted. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1505  

ANSWERED ON 15.07.2009 
 

USE OF ASBESTOS CEMENTED PIPES IN 
DRINKING WATER PROJECTS 

 
 
1505 . SHRI RAJEN GOHAIN 
 
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:- 
 
(a) whether the Asbestos Cemented (AC) pipes used for Drinking water 

projects is a health hazard; 
 
(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and 
 
(c) the corrective action taken by the Government in this regard? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI GHULAM NABI 
AZAD) 

 
(a)&(b)  From the available literature, there does not appear to be any health 

hazard from asbestos cemented pipes used for drinking water. 
 
(c ) Does not arise 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 457 

ANSWERED ON 21.10.2008 
 

MINING OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
457 . SHRI SUBHASH MAHARIA 

 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether any study has been conducted by the Indian Bureau of Mines regarding 

the adverse effects of mining asbestos on the health of workers; 
 
(b) if so, the findings of the study; 
 
(c) whether the study group has suggested to lift the ban imposed on asbestos 

mining;  
 

(d) if so, whether the Government proposes to implement the same; and 

(e) the time by which the ban on asbestos mining and grant of new mining lease is 
likely to be lifted? 

 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS & FERTILIZERS 
AND MINISTRY OF MINES (SHRI B.K. HANDIQUE) 
 
(a) Yes, Sir. 
 

(b)&(c)  The Study recommended imposition of safeguards on pollution level in work 
environment and other remedial measures subject to which the ban imposed on 
grant and renewal of mining leases and expansion of mining may be lifted. 

 
(d)&(e) Recommendations of the Study have been examined in consultation with all 

stake holders. Some stake holders have suggested that asbestos mining can be 
permitted with appropriate safeguards. At present the ban on mining of asbestos 
has not been lifted. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4166  

ANSWERED ON 22.4.2008 
 

IMPORT OF ASBESTOS 
 
4166 SHRI KISHANBHAI VESTABHAI PATEL 

SHRI SUGRIB SINGH 
SHRI NAND KUMAR SAI 

 
Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be pleased to state:-  
 

(a) whether asbestos is being imported into the country; and 
 
 
(b) if so, the details thereof during the last three years and in the current year, till 

date alongwith its value, country-wise? 
 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY(SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH)  

 

(a)&(b)  A Statement indicating the details of Asbestos imported during the last three 
years and during April -- August, 2007 of the last financial year, i.e. 2007-08, value-
wise, country-wise is Annexed 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2395  
ANSWERED ON 17.03.2008 

 
WORKING CONDITIONS IN ASBESTOS FACTORIES 

 
 
2395 SHRI GIRDHARI LAL BHARGAV 

 
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether the Government has recently conducted a study through National 

Institute of Occupational Health to assess the extent of improvement in 
working conditions in the asbestos factories in the country; 

 
(b) if so, the details and outcome thereof, State-wise; and 
 
(c) the funds contributed by the private sector for conducting the said study 

alongwith the allocation made by the government? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF THE STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) IN THE MINISTRY OF 
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT (SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES) 
 
(a)&(b) A project titled: ‘‘A study of health hazards/environmental hazards resulting 

from theuse of chrysotile asbestos in the country’’ is under way with National 
Institute of Occupational Health, Ahmedabad. 

 
(c) The total cost of the project is Rs. 59.66 lakhs. Out of this, Government of 

India (Ministryof Chemicals and Fertilizers) iscontributing Rs.43.66 lakhs and 
the balance of Rs. 16 lakhs is contributed by the Asbestos Cement Product 
Manufacturer Association to ensure cooperation and involvement of the industry. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1506  
ANSWERED ON 27.11.2007 

 
STUDY OF INDIAN BUREAU OF MINES ON ASBESTOS 

 
 
1506 SHRI SRICHAND KRIPLANI 

 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:- 
 
(a) whether any study has been conducted by the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) 

regarding the likely effects on the health of the labourers engaged in the 
mining of asbestos; 

 
(b) if so, whether the Government has received the study report from the IBM;  
 
(c) if so, the details of recommendations made by IBM thereof; 

(d) whether the Government has considered these recommendations so far;  
 
(e) if so, the details thereof; and 
 
(f) the time by when the ban on asbestos mining is likely to be lifted? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF MINES (DR. T. SUBBARAMI 
REDDY)  
 

(a)&(b)  Yes, Sir. 
 
(c) The Study recommended imposition of safeguards on pollution level in work 

environment and other remedial measures. 
 
(d)to(f) Recommendations of the Study have been examined in consultation with all 

stake holders. Some stake holders have suggested that asbestos mining can be 
permitted with appropriate safeguards. At present the ban on mining of asbestos 
has not been lifted. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 935  
ANSWERED ON 06.03.2007 

 
ASBESTOS MINING 

 
 
935 SMT. SUSHEEL LAXMAN BANGARU 

 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:- 
 
(a) whether India Bureau of Mines has conducted any study on the health 

hazards of asbestos mine workers in Rajasthan; 
 
(b) if so, the details of the recommendations made in this regard; 
 
(c) the details of action taken by the Government on such recommendations; and 
 
(d) the time by which ban on leasing and renewal of lease of asbestos mine is likely to 

be lifted? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF MINES (SHRI SIS RAM OLA). 

 
(a)to(d)An S&T Project titled ` Study of Pollution Level in Asbestos Minesand 

processing plants in Rajasthan`  was  undertaken  by  Indian  Bureau  of  
Mines(IBM),  a  subordinate  office  of  the Ministry. The Study recommended 
that subject to imposition of safeguards on pollution level in work environment, 
the ban imposed on grant and renewal of mining leases and expansion of 
mining may be lifted.   Recommendations of the Study have been examined in  
consultation with all stake holders. Some stake holders have suggested that 
asbestos mining can be permitted with   appropriate safeguards. IBM in 
consultation with Central Pollution Control Board and Directorate General of 
Mines Safety has been asked to work out these safeguards. At present the ban -
on mining of asbestos has not been lifted. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1725  

ANSWERED ON 08.08.2006 
 
 

ASBESTOS MINING 
 
 
1725 PROF. RASA SINGH RAWAT 

 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:- 
 
(a) Whether the Government of Rajasthan has made any request to the Union 

Government to lift the ban imposed on Asbestos mining; 
 
(b) If so, the details thereof; and 
 
(c) the action being taken by the Government in this regard? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF MINES (DR. T. SUBBARAMI 
REDDY) 

 
(a)&(b)  Yes, Sir. Government of Rajasthan has requested the Central 

Government to lift the ban on grant/renewal of mining leases of asbestos. 
 
(c) Indian  Bureau  of  Mines  in  consultation  with  Central  Pollution  Control  

Board(CPCB)  and Directorate General of Mines Safety is considering 
guidelines for safe mining of asbestos by way of reducing permissible limit 
of airborne respirable asbestos fibre dust. The guidelines have not yet been 
finalized. 



42 
 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 768  

ANSWERED ON 31.07.2006 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
768 SHRI MOHAN PONNUSWAMY 

 
Will the Minister of Environment and Forests be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether any epidemiological study on Asbestos related diseases has 

been conducted recently; 
 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 
 

 (c) the total number of Asbestos manufacturing units in the country, State-wise? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
(SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA) 
 
(a)to(c)  The information is being collected and will be placed on the Table of the 
House. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1940  
ANSWERED ON 08.03.2006 

 
 

COMBATING ASBESTOS 
1940 SHRI M. APPADURAI 
 

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:- 
 

(a) whether medical facilities and medicines are available for ‘Asbestosis’ disease in all 
Government Hospitals and Medical Centres in the country;  
 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 
 

(c) the number of people died so far by ‘Asbestosis’ in the country; and 
 

(d) the steps being taken by the Government to safeguard the people from the said 
disease? 

ANSWER 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE 
(SMT. PANABAKA LAKSHMI) 

 

(a)&(b)  There is no curative treatment for asbestosis disease. However, supportive 
treatment is available in all Central Government Hospitals. 
 

(c) As per the study conducted by ICMR’s National Institute of Occupational Health, 
Ahmedabad in different mining and milling units of Andhra Pradesh and 
Rajasthan showed that the prevalence of asbestosis in mining was 3% and in 
milling was 5% in Rajasthan and 21% in Andhra Pradesh. So far as asbestos 
cement industry is concerned the prevalence of asbestosis was 5% at 
Ahmedabad, 4.5% at Hyderabad, 3.9% at Coimbatore and 3% at Mumbai. In 
case of non-cement asbestos product manufacturing industry also, the 
prevalence was 9% for asbestosis. The information in regard to deaths due to 
asbestosis disease is not available. 

 
(d)   Asbestos handling industry is included in the list of industries involving 

hazardous processes under the first schedule of the Factories Act, 1948. 
Under the said Act there are sufficient provisions described in detail to 
safeguard safety and health of the workers. These provisions include measures 
such as guarding of machinery, personal protection, warning against eminent 
danger, monitoring of work environment, pre-employment and periodic medical 
checkup  and  maintenance  of  health  records.  This  Act  is  enforced  by  the  
Chief Inspector  of Factories under the Labour Department of the concerned 
State Governments. Apart from this, relevant provisions of Environment 
(Protection) Act, 1986, and Air Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 are 
also important so far as the health and safety of workers of asbestos industries 
and surrounding population is concerned. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1690 
ANSWERED ON 7.03.2006 

 
CHRYSOTILE ASBESTOS MINING 

 
1690, SHRI SAI PRATHAP ANNAYYAGARI 
          SHRI RASA SINGH RAWAT 
          SHRI BHANWAR SINGH DANGAWAS 

 
Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether the Chrysotile Asbestos Mining has come to a standstill on account of 

ban imposed on expansion of asbestos mining and renewal of mining lease; 
 
(b) if so, the details thereof; 
 
(c) whether thousands of poor rural people have become unemployed as a result 

of this ban;  
 

(d) if so, the action taken in this regard; 
 

(e)  whether the Government proposes to lift the ban imposed on asbestos mining;  
 
(f)   if so, the details thereof;whether a huge amount in foreign exchange is being spent 

for importing Chrysotile Asbestos;  
 
(h)    if so, the details thereof; and 
 
(i) if so, the steps taken by the Government in this regard? 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF MINES (DR. T. SUBBARAMI 
REDDY) 

 
(a)to(b) In view of the deleterious effect of asbestos mining on the health of the 

workers, the government have ordered the State governments in 1986 not to 
grant any new mining lease for asbestos (including chrysotile variety) in the 
country. In June 1993, government stopped the renewal of existing mining 
leases of asbestos in the country. 

 
(e)&(f) In 1998, Ministry of Mines approved a S&T Project titled `Study of Pollution 

Level in Asbestos Mines and processing plants in Rajasthan` to be undertaken 
by Indian Bureau of Mines(IBM) to assess the feasibility of lifting the ban on 
expansion of asbestos mining through a scientific study of pollution level in 
asbestos mines and processing plants in Rajasthan and in Andhra Pradesh 
and to suggest appropriate 

  

mitigation  measures.  
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The Study recommended that the ban imposed on grant and renewal of 
mining leases and expansion of mining may be lifted subject to control of 
pollution level in work environment of various operations and other remedial 
measures. IBM has been asked to work out necessary 
safeguards/measures in consultation with Central Pollution Control Board 
subject to which chrysotile asbestos mining can be permitted so as to ensure 
worker`s safety. The guidelines have not been finalized yet. 

 

(g)to(i)  As   per    information available,   Rs.125.82  crores,   Rs.182.74   crores   
and Rs.198.81 crores (provisional) were  spent  on import of  chrysotile 
asbestos, during the  years 2002-03, 2003-04 and 2004-05 respectively. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1027  
ANSWERED ON 27.02.2006 

 
BAN ON ASBESTOS 

 
 
1027 SHRI K. SUBBARAYAN 

 
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether India is signatory to any convention regarding use/ production or 

export/ import of asbestos; 
 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 
 
(c) whether complaints have been received regarding its carcinogenic content and 

its hazard to health and environment; and 
 

(d) if so, the action taken/proposed to be taken in this regard? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI 
NAMO NARAIN MEENA) 

 
(a)&(b)  Yes, Sir. India is a signatory and party since May, 2005 to the Rotterdam 

Convention on   the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for certain Hazardous 
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade. The convention seeks to 
establish a prior informed  consent procedure for imports and exports of 
chemicals listed in Annex HI. All varieties of asbestos, excluding chrysotile, is 
listed in Annex III of the convention and is subject to the PriorInformed Consent 
procedure. India imports and uses only Chrysotile (white) Asbestos.Chrysotile 
is under consideration in the Chemical Review Committee of the Convention for 
inclusion in Annex III. 

 
(c) No complaints have so far been received regarding carcinogenic content of 

Chrysotile Asbestos and its hazard to health and environment. 
 
(d) Does not arise. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 6768  
ANSWERED ON 11.05.2005 

 
HARMFUL EFFECTS OF ASBESTOS EXPOSURE 

 
 
6768 SMT. JAYABEN B. THAKKAR 

 
Will the Minister of Health and Family Welfare be pleased to state : 

 
(a) whether the Government is aware that Dr. T.K. Joshi of the Lok Nayak 

Jayaprakash Hospital has given detailed account of the dangers of Asbestos; 
 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 
 

(c) the measures being taken to save the construction workers from Asbestos 
exposure? 

 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
& FAMILY WELFARE (SMT. PANABAKA LAKSHMI) 

 
(a)&(b)  Dr. T.K. Joshi of Lok Nayak Jaiprakash Narayan Hospital has expressed 

his view in an article published in 'Indian Journal of Occupational and 
Environmental medicine' that asbestos used in any form and in any manner is 
carcinogenic with no safe levels of exposure as evidenced by the  position  
taken  by  a  number  of  international agencies.  However,  according to  
Indian Council of Medical Research, there is no convincing evidence that the 
consumers of asbestos products face any significant risk of cancer. 

 
(c) Various standards have been prescribed by Bureau of Indian   Standards to 

ensure safety in handling and use of asbestos and asbestos products. In 
addition, there are provisions under the   Factories   Act,   1987,   Mines   Act   
1952   and   Environment   Protection   Act   1986   to reduce/control the 
hazards produced due to asbestos exposure. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 5323 
ANSWERED ON 29.04.2005 

 
HEALTH STUDY OF WORKERS OF ASBESTOS MINING 

 
5323 SHRI JASWANT SINGH BISHNOI 

 
Will the Minister of MINSES be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether Indian Mines Bureau has conducted study regarding the impact on 

the health of labourers engaged in asbestos mining; 
 
(b) if so, the findings of the study; 
 
(c) whether any recommendation has been made in the study to remove the ban 

imposed on mining of asbestos; 
 
(d) whether the Government proposes to implement these recommendations and 

remove the ban on leases of asbestos mining; and 
 
(e) if so, the time by which these recommendations are proposed to be implemented? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF MINES (DR. DASARI NARAYANA 
RAO) 

 
(a)to(c) In  1998, Ministry of  Mines had  approved a  S&T  Project titled  `Study of  

Pollution Level in Asbestos Mines and processing plants in Rajasthan` to be 
undertaken by Indian Bureau of Mines(IBM), a subordinate office of the Ministry 
to assess the feasibility of lifting the ban on expansion of asbestos mining 
through a scientific study of pollution level in asbestos mines and processing 
plants in Rajasthan and in Andhra Pradesh and to suggest appropriate 
mitigation measures. The Study recommended that the ban imposed on grant 
and renewal of mining leases and expansion of mining may be lifted subject to 
control of pollution level in work environment of various operations and other 
remedial measures. 

 
(d)&(e) Recommendations of the Study have been examined in consultation with all 

Stake holders. Some stake holders have suggested that asbestos mining can be 
permitted with appropriate safeguards. IBM in consultation with Central Pollution 
Control Board has been asked to work out these safeguards. At present the ban 
on mining of asbestos has not been lifted. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.3125  
ANSWERED ON 20.12.2004 

 
 

BAN ON WHITE ASBESTOS 
 
 
3125 SHRI SURENDRA PRAKASH GOEL 
          SHRI MADHUSUDAN  DEVRAM MISTRY 

            SHRI VIRJIBHAI THUMMAR
              SHRI  RAJESH KUMAR MISHRA 

 
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether some Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) have been 

campaigning for a total ban on white asbestos in the country claiming that it 
causes lung cancer; 

 
(b) if so, the reaction of the Government thereto; 
 
(c) whether the Government has conducted any scientific study to verify the above 

claim of NGOs; and 
 
(d) if so, the result thereof? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
(SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA) 

 
(a)&(b)  Yes, Sir. The Government has received representations from a few Non-

Governmental Organisations for a total ban on white asbestos in the country. 
However, as no scientific study establishing that the use of white asbestos 
causing lung cancer is available, it is not considered as desirable to ban the use 
of white asbestos. 

 
(c) No, Sir. 
 
(d) Does not arise 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.1537  

ANSWERED ON 19.07.2004 
 

BAN ON WHITE ASBESTOS 
 
 
1537 SHRI KINJARAPU YERRANNAIDU 

 
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased to state:- 

 
(a) whether many organisations have demanded for a ban on white asbestos which 

is causing lung cancer in the country; and 
 
(b) if so, the action taken / proposed to be taken to ban use of white asbestos to 

make environment pollution free? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF STASTE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
(SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA)  

 

(a) Yes, Sir. Some of the non-governmental organisations have been campaigning 
for total ban on asbestos in the country causing lung cancer. 

 
(b) As no scientific study establishing that the use of white asbestos causing lung 

cancer is available, it is not considered as desirable to ban the use of white 
asbestos. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3151  
ANSWERED ON 23.12.2003 

 
BAN ON ASBESTOS MINING 

 
 
3151 SMT. JAYABEN B. THAKKAR 

 
(a) whether the Government has lifted ban on mining of Asbestos after ruling by the 

Supreme Court; and 
 
(b) if not, the reasons for importing the same from other countries? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF MINES (SHRI RAMESH BAIS) 

 
(a) Asbestos is being mined in the areas already held under mining lease. However, 

in view of the hazardous effect of asbestos mining on health of all concerned, 
the Government had decided not to grant any new lease for mining of asbestos 
and minerals found alongwith asbestos and renewal of existing mining leases of 
asbestos. No changes have been made in this policy. 

 
(b) The  import  of  asbestos  is  mainly  being  allowed  as  domestic  production  

of  asbestos, particularly chrysotile asbestos is meager to meet demand of 
manufacturing units of asbestos cement  sheets,  asbestos  pressure  pipes,  
asbestos  cloth,  brake  lining  etc.  Domestically available amphibolite 
asbestos is not suitable for the above said purposes and it finds application 
mostly in thermal insulation and treatment of acids. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3089  
ANSWERED ON 13.08.2003 

 
ASBESTOS CEMENT PLANTS IN THE COUNTRY 

 
3089 SHRI PRAKASH V. PATIL 
 

(a) whether W.H.O. Agency on cancer Research has declared Asbestos mining as 
cancer creating hazards; 

 
(b) whether the Institute of Occupational Health at Ahmedabad has stated that the 

cause of untimely deaths of the Asbestos miner is Asbestos; 
 
(c)  whether the Supreme Court has issued some guidelines in this regard;  

(d) if so, the details thereof; and 

(e) the action taken or contemplated by the Government in this regard? 
 

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS 
(SMT. SUSHMA SWARAJ)  
 

(a)to(e)The information received from the World Health Organisation (WHO) indicates 
that the persons engage in asbestos mining are at risk of having cancer. While 
the National Institute of Occupational Health (NIOH), Ahmedabad has not done 
any specific study on the mortality rate of miners, the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) is of the view that long term exposure to any type of asbestos 
can lead to development of asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothelioma. The 
Supreme Court in a Judgement on Asbestosis in response to the Writ Petition 
filed by Consumer Education and Research Centre & others have inter-alia 
stated:- 

(i) Health record of every worker to be maintained up to 40 years from beginning of 
employment or 15 days after retirement/ cessation whichever is later 

(ii) Membrane filter test to be adopted by industries to detect asbestos fibre. 
(iii) All the factories were directed to compulsorily insure health coverage to every 

worker. 
(iv) Union and State Governments were directed to review the standards of 

permissible exposure limit value of fibres after every 10 years and also when 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) gives directions 

(v) Union and State Governments were directed to consider inclusion of small-scale 
factories also to  protect health hazards of  the  workers. Various standards 
have  been  prescribed by  the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) to ensure 
safety in handling & use of asbestos and asbestos products. In addition there 
are provisions under the Factories (Amendment) Act 1987, Mines Act 1952 and 
Environment Protection Act 1986 to reduce/ control the hazards produced due 
to asbestos exposure. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 685  
ANSWERED ON 09.05.2003 

 
ASBESTOS CEMENT PLANTS IN THE COUNTRY 

  
685, SHRI SURESH RAMRAO JADHAV (PATIL) 
 
(a) the number of Asbestos Cement plant in the country, State-wise; 
 
(b) the number of cases of lung cancer among workers of these Asbestos Cement 

plant detected during the last three years, State-wise; and 
 

(c) the steps taken by the Government to check issuance of fresh licences to the 
manufacturing units of asbestos related industries in future? 

 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY)  
 

(a)to(c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House. 
 
STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO LOK SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 
685 FOR ANSWER ON 9th MAY, 2003 REGARDING ASBESTOS CEMENT PLANTS IN 
THE COUNTRY. 
 

(a) The number of Asbestos Cement Plants in the Country, Statewise is given 
in Annexure-I.  

(b) No separate information is collected and maintained on the incidence of 
lung cancer in asbestos industries centrally. 

(c) Asbestos and asbestos products manufacturing industries have been 
delicensed with effect from 11.3.1998. However, asbestos based industries 
require prior environmentalclearance, irrespective of the size of the plant and 
level of investment. The provisions of Environmental Impact Assessment 
Notification  1994  relating  to  medical  health  care  of  the  workers,  
occupational  health  & hygiene have to be adhered to all by all Asbestos 
based units. Further, these units have to comply with various BIS safety 
and health related standards for use of asbestos and asbestos products. 
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Annexure referred to in reply to part (a) of the Lok Sabha Starred Question No.685 
for answer on 9.5.2003 regarding Asbestos Cement Plants in the Country. State-
wise distribution of number of Asbestos Cement Plants in the Country. 
 

S.No. Name of States  No. of chrysotile plants 
 
1 Assam       1 
2 Andhra Pradesh  3 
3 Gujarat  1 
4 Jharkhand  1 
5 Haryana  1 
6 Karnataka  1 

7 Kerala 1
8 Madhya Pradesh 2
9 Maharashtra 9
10 Orissa 1
11 Tamil Nadu 6
12 Uttar Pradesh 1
13 West Bengal 2
14 Rajasthan 1
15 Union Territory of 1

  Dadar & Nagar Haveli   
Total        32 

Source: The Asbestos Cement Products Manufacturers` Association. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 608  

ANSWERED ON 05.05.2003 
 

BAN ON USE OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
608, SHRI AKBOR ALI KHANDOKER 

 
(a) whether the Government had set up an Inter-Departmental Committee on 

banning the use of asbestos in various products; 
 
(b) If so, the number of meetings held by the Committee so far and when it is likely 

to submit its report? 
 
(c) whether the Government are aware that UNEP/WHO/ILO in their reports from 

time to time considered all forms of asbestos as carcinogenic; and 
 
(d) If so, the steps the Government propose to take to create public awareness in this 

regard? 
 

ANSWER 
 

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI T.R. BAALU)  

 

(a),(b),(c)&(d)  A Statement is laid on the Table of the House. 
 

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a),(b),(c) &(d) OF THE 
LOK SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 608 TO BE ANSWERED ON 
05.05.2003 REGARDING BAN ON USE OF ASBESTOS RAISED BY SHRI 
AKBOR ALI KHANDOKER. 

 
(a)&(b)  No,   Sir.   However,   an   Expert   Committee   consisting   of   Director,   

National   Institute   of Occupational Health, Director, Industrial Toxicology 
Research Centre , Director General of Mine Safety, Member Secretary, Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and others was constituted to formulate a 
strategy on Indian asbestos industry from environmental angle. The Committee 
held one meeting and subsequently the matter was referred to CPCB for 
examining the issues comprehensively. CPCB has submitted its report in August 
2002. 

 
 
(c) The UNEP/ILO/WHO in its report on Chrysotile Asbestos (1998) has, inter alia, 

concluded that exposure to chrysotile asbestos poses increased risks for 
asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothelioma in a dose-dependent manner and no 
threshold has been identified for carcinogenic risks. 
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(d) Steps  taken  for  prevention  and  control  of  pollution  of  asbestos  and  
creation  of  public awareness include the following: 

 
- Public hearing has been made mandatory for all new/expansion/ 

modernization projects in asbestos  sector,  prior  to  environmental clearance  
under  the  provisions  of  Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 1994 
and its subsequent amendments; 

 
- A Comprehensive Industry Document On Asbestos Products Manufacturing 

Industry including guidelines for environmental management has been 
prepared and widely disseminated for creating awareness; and, 

 
- Emission limits have been stipulated for all types of asbestos manufacturing 

units (including all processes involving the use of Asbestos) under the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

 
- The Bureau of Indian Standards has published several documents on 

guidelines relating to asbestos sector. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 6069  

ANSWERED ON 05.05.2003 
 

BAN ON IMPORT OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
6069, SHRI S. SAIDUZZAMAN 

 
(a) the salient findings of the work done an asbestos at ITRC, Lucknow and NIOH, 

Ahmedabad and other bodies like Toxics Links, New Delhi; 
 
(b) whether asbestos has been banned in many countries across the world;  
 
(c) if so, names of these countries and reasons for such a ban;  
 
(d) the steps proposed by the Government to ban the import of asbestos and 

safeguard the public health from the ill effects of asbestos? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI 
DILIP SINGH JU DEV) 

 
(a) Studies  conducted  by  ITRC,  Lucknow,  NIOH,  Ahmedabad,  Toxics  Link,  

New  Delhi  have indicated, interalia, incidences of Asbestosis (fibrosis of the 
lungs) among workers due to exposure to asbestos. 

 
(b)&(c) As per the available information, countries such as Norway, Denmark, 

Sweden, Austria, Netherlands, Finland, Italy, Germany, France, Poland, 
Belgium, U.K. have introduced partial ban/restrictions in the use and 
manufacture of asbestos fibre-based products due to its potential health 
impacts. 

 
(d) Import of asbestos waste (dust & fibre) is banned by the Government of India 

vide Notification S.O.  No.899(E)  dated  13.10.1998.  Further,  Blue  Asbestos  
(crocidolite),  which  is  the  most harmful form of asbestos fibres, has been 
placed in the negative list of imports under the EXIM Policy. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 5650  
ANSWERED ON 30.04.2003 

 
USE OF ASBESTOS 

 
 
5650, SHRI RAM NARESH TRIPATHI 

 
(a) whether the material which is used to manufacture drinking water pipe is 

injurious to human health; 
 
(b) if so, the details thereof alongwith the reasons therefor; 
 
(c) whether the Government propose to ban the use of asbestos; and 
 
(d) if so, the steps taken/proposed to be taken in this regard? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS 
(SMT. SUSHMA SWARAJ)  
 

(a)&(b) Asbestos  pipes  are  commonly  used  for  supply  of  drinking  water.  As  
per  IPCS  (1986) Environmental  Health  Criteria,  the  studies  conducted  to  
date  provide  little  convincing evidence of an association between asbestos in 
public water supplies and cancer induction. Ecological epidemiological studies 
conducted in areas having high concentration of asbestos fibres in the 
drinking water supply pipes have shown no evidence of association between 
levels  of  asbestos fibres  from  asbestos cement pipe  and  the  incidence of  
digestive tract cancer. 

 
(c) At present, there is no proposal to ban the use of asbestos. 
 
(d) Does not arise. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3634 ANSWERED ON 07.04.2003 
 

WORKERS IN ASBESTOS CEMENT PRODUCTS 
 
 
3634, SHRI SURESH RAMRAO JADHAV (PATIL) 

 
(a) whether the Government have taken note of a recent survey conducted by the 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) wherein asbestos is believed to be 
responsible for death of a lakh workers annually across the world; 

 
(b) if so, the number of workers at present engaged in manufacture of asbestos 

based cement products; and 
 
(c) the steps taken by the Government to protect the workers? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI VIJAY GOEL) 

 
(a) The Government have not received any report from International Labour 

Organisation (ILO) relating to recent survey conducted by them wherein 
asbestos is believed to be responsible for death of a lakh workers annually 
across the world. 

 
(b) As per the details collected by Labour Bureau, Shimla about 8321 workers are 

engaged in the manufacture of asbestos cement and other cement products. 
 
(c) The manufacture, handling and processing of asbestos and its product has 

been one of the industries involving hazardous processes as given in the First 
Schedule under the Factories Act, 1948.     The provisions under Chapter IV-A 
of the Factories Act relating to hazardous processes therefore become 
applicable to this class of   industry. The permissible threshold limit of 
asbestos has also been indicated in the second Schedule of the Factories Act.  
Under Section 87 concerning dangerous operation, the State Government are 
empowered to make rules applicable to any factory or class or description of 
factories on dangerous operations where the State Government is of the 
opinion that any manufacturing process or operation carried on in a factory 
exposes any person employed in it to a serious risk of bodily injury poisoning 
or disease.   The State Governments have also framed rules under Section 87 
and Schedule on Handling and Processing of Asbestos, Manufacture of any 
Article of Asbestos and any other process of manufacture or otherwise in which 
asbestos is used in any form has been notified by them on the basis of Model 
Rules prepared by Director General,   Factory Advice Service & Labour 
Institutes (DGFASLI). 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2973 
ANSWERED ON 11.03.2003 

 
RESEARCH ON SAFETY OF ASBESTOS 

 
 
2973 SHRI S. SAIDUZZAMAN 

 
(a) whether it is a fact that ITRC Lucknow and several other public sector R & D 

Institutions such as NIOH, Nagpur have done pioneering work on the safety and 
health aspects of Asbestos; 

 
(b) if so, the details thereof: 
 
(c) whether it is a fact that asbestos have been banned in many countries across the 

world; and 
 
(d) if so, the names those countries and the reasons therefore? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (BACHI SING RAWAT) 

 
(a)&(b)  Yes Sir, ITRC and NIOH have carried out health and environmental 

monitoring related studies on asbestos. The efforts have led to working out 
mechanisms of toxicity of asbestos using in- vitro and in-vivo models; and 
highlighting populations that may be occupationally vulnerable. 

 
(b) (c) 
&(d)  Some of the European Union countries have banned asbestos as a preventive 

measure. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO 2004 
ANSWERED ON 04.03.2003 

 
BAN ON MINING ON ASBESTOS 

 
 
2004, SHRI VINAY KUMAR SORAKE 

 
(a) whether the mining of Asbestos is presently banned in the country on health 

grounds; 
 
(b) if  so,  whether many countries have  lifted  similar bans  after  recent research 

reports that Asbestos did not affect the health of the miners; 
 
(c) if  so,  whether  the  Asbestos  mine  holders  especially  from  the  State  of  

Rajasthan  have requested the Government to lift the ban in order to create more 
employment opportunities; 

 
(d) if so, the details thereof, State-wise; and 
 
(e) the reaction of the Union Government thereto? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF MINES (SHRI RAMESH BAIS) 

 
(a) Grant of fresh mining leases and renewal of existing mining leases for asbestos 

are presently banned in India on health grounds. 
 
(b) No, the Central Government are not aware of some countries having lifted ban 

on asbestos mining. 
 
(c)to(e) Asbestos mines owners of Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh have represented 

before the Central Government to allow grant of fresh/ renewal of asbestos 
mining leases in the country. Government have not lifted ban on grant of 
fresh/renewal of mining leases for asbestos in the country. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.2936 
ANSWERED ON 02.08.2002 

 
EXPORT OF ASBESTOS 

 
2936. PROF. RASA SINGH RAWAT 

 
(a) the names of places where maximum number of asbestos sheets/ pipes  
 are manufactured;  
 
(b) whether these asbestos products are exported; 
 
(c) if so, the details thereof alsongwith the value of foreign currency earned through 

such exports; 
 
(d) whether according to the health experts, asbestos products manufacturing units 

causes lung diseases; 
 
(e) if so, whether the Government propose to close down these units;  

(f) if so, the details thereof; and 

(g) the steps taken to protect the interests of employees of these units? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTR 
(SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY) 

 
(a) The names of places where maximum number of asbestos sheets/ pipes are 

manufactured are Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.  
(b) Yes, Sir. 
(c ) Following are the value of Indian exports of asbestos sheets / pipes: 

( Rs.. in lakhs) 
S.No. Item 2000-1 2001-02 

(Upto Feb 2002) 
1. Asbestos cement 238.53 270.25 

Sheets (other than 
Corrugated sheets) 

2. Asbestos cement pipes 7.17 5.08 
Source: DGCI&S  

 
(d)to(g)There is no conclusive study conducted by Health experts to suggest that 

manufacturing of asbestos  products  cause  lung  diseases  and  as  such  
there  is  no  proposal  before  the Government to close down these units. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 7828 
ANSWERED ON 17.05.2002 

 
CLOSURE OF ASBESTOS SHEET UNITS 

 
 
7828. SHRI SURESH RAMRAO JADHAV (PATIL) 

 
(a) whether Government propose to shut down asbestos sheet manufacturing units 

in India as it can cause lung cancer to the workers exposed to it. 
 
(b) If so, the time by which the manufacturing of asbestos sheet is likely to be 

closed keeping in view the fact that it is already banned in most of the 
developed countries and 

 
(c) If not, the reasons therefore? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (RAMAN 

SINGH) 
 
(a)to(c) there is no conclusive scientific evidence on the harmful effects of asbestos. 

Further, the units manufacturing asbestos sheets have to follow various safety 
norms prescribed by Bureau of Indian Standards to protect workers employed 
in these units against the harmful effects of asbestos. Therefsore, in the 
absence of any conclusive evidence to suggest that manufacture of asbestos  
sheets  causes  lung  cancer  amongst  workers  employed  in  these  units;  it  is  
not desirable to ban production of these units. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.5941 
ANSWERED ON 06.05.2002 

 
 

IMPACT OF ASBESTOS MINING ON WORKERS HEALTH 
 
5941. SHRI S. SAIDUZZAMAN 

 
(a) Whether the Government are aware of the serious health consequences of 

mining of asbestos on workers/labours as brought out recently at workshops in 
capital; 

 
(b) if so, the details thereof; 
 
(c) whether the Government have failed to check the same because of heavy 

pressures from cement as well as asbestos lobby who are importing 
asbestos from Canada etc; and 

 
(d) if so, the remedial steps taken or proposed to be taken to protect the health of 

workers?  
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI MUNI LALL) 

 
(a)&(b) The Ministry of Labour is aware of the workshop conducted by Indian 

Association of Occupational Health on 12th and 13th    April, 2002 on Health-
effects of hazardous and harmful minerals that have become extremely 
dangerous to human life causing cancer. However, the outcome of the workshop 
is not known to us. The Government is aware of the possible effects on health of 
excessive exposure to airborne asbestos dust in mining operations. The matter 
has been studied by various committees set up by the Government of India from 
time to time. The Directorate General of Mines Safety have also conducted 
medical and environmental survey in asbestos mines and mills.  These studies 
have shown that the dust levels in mining operations are below the limit of 2 
fibres per milliliter of air in Metalliferous Mines Regulations, 1961. A recent report 
on ‘‘Study on Pollution Level in Asbestos mines and Processing Plants of 
Rajasthan for lifting ban on expansion of asbestos mining by Indian Bureau of 
Mines also shows that asbestos dust levels in mining operations are well below 
Threshold Limit Value of 2 fibres per milliliter and the present dust levels are not 
likely to adversely effect the health of the workers. 
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(c)&(d)  Government  of   India  has   taken  effective  administrative,  legislative  

and   enforcemental measures to ensure that the health of the persons 
employed in the asbesrtos mines is not adversely effected. Thus the question 
of getting pressurized by cement/asbestos lobby or any other organization does 
not arise. The following steps have been taken to protect the health of the 
workers employed in the asbestos mines:- 

 
i) All persons to be employed in asbestos mines are required to undergo initial 

Medical Sray and lung function test under Rule 29-B of the Mines Rules 1955. 
 
ii) Occupational diseases which may occur due to exposure to asbestos dust such 

as asbestosis, cancer of lung, stomach, pleura and peritoneum are notified 
diseases under section 25 of the Mines Act, 1952. 

 
iii) Regulation 124 of Metalliferous Mines Regulations, 1961 provides for regular 

monitoring of asbestos dust levels in Mines, dust control measures and use of 
personal protective equipment. It also prescribes 2 fibres per milliliter of air as the 
permissible limit of asbestos fibre dust in the work environment. 

 
iv) Bureau of Indian Standards has also formulated Indian Standards on various 

aspects of safety in use of asbestos including on asbestos mines and mills. 
 
v) From time to time the Government agencies, such as Directorate General of 

Mines Safety, National Institute of Occupational Health. Directorate General 
Factory Advice Service and Labour Institutes, Indian Bureau of Mines, etc. have 
been conducting dust surveys in asbestos mines. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 121  

ANSWERED ON 19.11.2001 
 

BAN ON MINING AND USE OF ASBESTOS 
 
121. SHRI SUBODH MOHITE 

 
(a) whether the Government propose to ban mining, import and use of 

asbestos fibres and products in the country. 
(b) If so, the details thereof; 
. 

(c) The details of the large scale and small scale industries involved in producing 
asbestos sheets and pipes; 

 
(d) The number of persons employed in these units; 
 
(e) Whether according to WHO there is no safe level of exposure of asbestos against 

cancer, and 
 
(f) If  so,  the  measures  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Government  to  safeguard  

the  health  of employees. 
ANSWER 

 
 
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI T.R.BAALU) 

 
(a)&(b) No Sir. However, mining and manufacture of asbestos and\ asbestos based 

products are regulated as per the provisions and procedures of EIA Notification, 
1994. Crocidolite (blue asbestos)  has  been  placed  on  the  restricted  list  of  
imports  by  Ministry  of  Commerce, Directorate General of Foreign Trade in 
October, 1994. 

 
(c )&(d) The information is being collected. 
 

(e) WHO  had  constituted a  task  force  on  Environmental Health Criteria (EHC)  
for  Chrysotile Asbestos in July, 1996 and brought out its report namely, IPCS 
Environmental Health Criteria 203 in 1998. No threshold has been identified for 
carcinogenic risk. 

   

(f) The Government has put in place various measures to safeguard the health 
of employees which, inter alia, include mandatory environmental clearance for 
asbestos based industries (new and expansion/modernization) irrespective  of  
investment as  per  the  provisions  and procedures under EIA Notification 1994. 
Strict adherence to medical health care, occupational health monitoring and 
compliance to various BIS standards are prescribed while granting clearance. 
Further, Government has amended the Factories Act,1948 in April, 2001to make 
stringent and permissible exposure limit for Chrysotile asbestos as 1.0 fibre/cc. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4401  

ANSWERED ON 22.08.2001 
 

CANCER FROM ASBESTOS 
 
 
4401. SHRI P.R. KHUTE 

 
(a) whether the chances of cancer have increased on account of the use of 

asbestos in the capital and different parts of the country; 
 
(b) whether there is a ban on the use of asbestos in many counties of the world; 
 
(c) if so, whether the Government propose to take some special measures to 

restrict the use of asbestos in the country; 
 
(d) If so, the details thereof, and 
 
(e) If not, the reasons therefor? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (Dr. C.P.THAKUR) 

 
(a) Asbestos is a well known carcinogen only when inhaled as part of the 

occupational exposure to people involved in manufacturing or use of Asbestos. 
There is no evidence to show that environmental exposure can lead to cancer. 
Data collected by Indian Council of Medical Research shows no change in 
prevalence of lung cancer in Mumbai, Bangalore, Bhopal and Barshi, while the 
cities of Chennai and Delhi have shown some increase in the number of 
cases. 

 
(b) Some of the countries in the world like France, UK, Sweden, Norway, 

Denmark, Netherland, Finland, Germany, Itlay, Belgium, Austria, Poland and 
Saudi Arabia have banned the use of Asbestos. 

 
(c)to(e) under the Factories Act, the processes involving handling of asbestos have 

been  considered hazardous. The workers handling asbestos are required to 
undergo pre-employment and periodic medical examination. The Factories also 
maintain the health records of the workers. Section  41  --  B,  41  --  C  and  41-
F  of  the  Factories (Amendment) Act  1987,  deal  with  the hazardous 
processes. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 57 ANSWERED 
ON 23.07.2001 

 
BAN ON ASBESTOS MINING 

 
 
57. SHRI SUBODH MOHITE 

 
(a) Whether  the  Government are  considering  to  ban  all  activities associated  

with  asbestos including its mining, manufacturing, use and trade on account of the 
health hazards posed; 

 
(b) If not, the reasons therefore; 
 
(c) Whether, the Government have received a request for ban on asbestos from 

environmentalists and doctors; 
 
(d) If so, the details thereof; and 
 
(e)   The reaction of the Government thereto? 

 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI T.R.BAALU) 

 
(a)&  
(b)  No Sir. However, mining, manufacture of asbestos and asbestos based    

products is regulated as per the provisions and procedures of EIA Notification, 
1994. Crocidolite (Blue Asbestos) has been put in the restricted list of imports by 
Ministry of Commerce, Directorate  General  of  Foreign  Trade  in  October,  
1994.  Further,  import  of  waste asbestos  (dust   and   fibre)   has   been   
prohibited  by   Gazette  Notification  dated 13.10.1998. 

 
(c)  
to   
(e)  As per the reports available, no such requests from environmentalists and 

doctors have been received. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4601  

ANSWERED ON 25.4.2000 
 

USE OF ASBESTOS PIPES 
 
 
4601, SHRI RAJESH VERMA 

 
(a) Whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to the news 

item captioned Life? Giving liquid in pipes of poison appearing in Pioneer 
dated February 5, 2000; 

 
(b) If so, the facts of the matter reported therein and 

(c) The remedial steps taken by the Government in this regard? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
MINISTER  FOR  HUMAN  RESOURCE  DEVELOPMENT  AND  
SCIENCE  AND  TECHNOLOGY (DR.MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI) 

 
(a) & (b): Yes sir. However, the statements attributed to Industrial Toxicology 

Research Centre (ITRC), Lucknow have not been made by this institution. 
 

The information is being sought from the other Government departments / 
Institutions dealing with the regulatory issues connected with asbestos. 
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