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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 258 ANSWERED ON 03.02.2021 
 
 

HEALTH HAZARDS IN ASBESTOS INDUSTRY 
 
 
258.  SHRI RAKESH SINHA: 

 
 
 
 

Will the Minister  of Labour  and Employment  be pleased  to state: 
 
(a) the number of workers are employed in the Asbestos industry in the 

country; 
(b) whether Government is aware that the workers in this industry have 

danger of a fatal disease, Asbestosis; 

(c) if so, the number of workers who have been victims of Asbestosis between 
2015-2020; 

(d) whether it is a fact that the Supreme Court's guidelines given in 2011 for 
the use of Asbestos has not been fully complied by the Asbestos industry; 
and 

(e) the steps taken to give proper treatment and privileges to the workers 
victim  of  the  aforesaid  disease  and  also implementation of 
the Supreme Court guidelines? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

MINISTER OF STATE (IC) FOR LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT 
(SHRI SANTOSH KUMAR GANGWAR) 

 
 
(a):  The number of workers employed in the Asbestos industry is maintained by 

the respective State Governments/UTs. However, Directorate General Factory 
Advice Service & Labour Institutes (DGFASLI), an attached office of Ministry of 
Labour and Employment through correspondence with the Chief Inspector of 
Factories of the States/ UTs, collected total employment including asbestos 
industry State/ UT wise in factories registered under the Factories Act, 1948 for 
the year 2015-2019. The information is placed at Annexure. 

 
(b) & 
(c):  Yes,  Sir.  As  per  the  information  collected  by  DGFASLI through 

correspondence with the Chief Inspector of Factories of the States/UTs, only 
one (01) case of asbestosis has been reported in Maharashtra during the year 
2015. 
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(d) & (e):The provisions of the Factories Act, 1948 to ensure the safety, health of 

workers working in the factories registered under the said act and the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court guidelines given in 2011 for the use of Asbestos are 
implemented by the respective State Governments through their State Factories 
Inspectorate/ Directorate. 

 
 

If a person is found to have contacted any disease specified in   Third   Schedule   
of   the   Factories  Act,   1948   which   includes asbestosis, responsibility for 
treatment of the victim lies with the occupier of the factory. Also, the provision of 
section 3 of Employee’s Compensation  Act  1923  shall  become  applicable  
and  the compensation will be paid accordingly. 

 
 

                                            ******* 
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Annexure 
 

ANNEXURE REFERED TO IN REPLY TO PART (a) OF RAJYA SABHA UNSTARRED 
QUESTION  NO.  258  FOR  03.02.2021  REGARDING  HEALTH  HAZARDS  IN 
ASBESTOS INDUSTRY. 
 

Total employment in registered factories (2015-2019) 
 

Sl.     State/UT 2015 2016 2017 2018   2019
1 A & N Islands 55408 4738 5396 5443 5435
2 Andhra Pradesh 786989 852624 873281 704322   #
3 Arunachal Pradesh   * * * 7517 7517
4 Assam   41505 243821 272444 279246 287563
5 Bihar     212411 157200 184178 195433 201970
6 Chandigarh 5216 4283 3987 3036 1089
7 Chhattisgarh 323725 342087 352796 357898 340273
8 DD & DNH 190640 192240 190000 193960 197480
9 Delhi     397375 406008 412708 415308 434350

10 Goa     83676 86961 89748 97048   #
11 Gujarat 1583888 1665065 1693584 1725911 1834792
12 Haryana 52726 790338 935605 1015697   #
13 Himachal Pradesh 321382 323812 329492 340032 353020
14 Jammu & Kashmir 66695 69336 69956 70565 70290
15 Jharkhand 265163 299011 305101 308054 312823
16 Karnataka 1564537 1681160 1692738 1504465 1578320
17 Kerala   602296 617726 610098 597768 619738
18 Lakshadweep   * * * *   *
19 Madhya Pradesh 355579 363634 384222 400294 426297
20 Maharashtra 2424044 2341390 2364784 2565717 2603179
21 Manipur 13939 13649 13745 13615 14527
22 Meghalaya 9692 10019 7930 10149 14959
23 Mizoram   86 98 139 139   285
24 Nagaland 5673 12261 12496 12526 12854
25 Odisha   335202 342440 356693 375114   #
26 Puducherry 85263 85642 85956 86306   #
27 Punjab   652595 664766 679807 694395   #
28 Rajasthan 469249 484159 511572 533343 554652
29 Sikkim     * * * *   *
30 Tamil Nadu 1985686 1766889 1660603 2141922   #
31 Telangana 709937 744018 653457 768000 607260
32 Tripura 59130 54147 56119 58019 58019
33 Uttar Pradesh 1196776 1212062 1224289 1684701 1793371 
34 Uttarakhand 392689 396759 376569 355875 677007 
35 West Bengal 1125374 1148511 # 1202915   # 

    Total 16374546 17376854 16409493 18724733 13007070 
 
 

Source: Data collected by DGFASLI through correspondence with Chief Inspector of Factories (CIF) of 
States/UTs. 

Note: (i) *: There are no registered factories in this state/UT.(ii) #: Data not reported by the CIF 
 

******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2973 ANSWERED ON 21.03.2018 
 

ASBESTOS RELATED DISORDERS AMONG WORKERS 
 
 
2973. SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: 

 
 

Will the Minister of LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be pleased to state: 
 
 
(a) the total number of factory workers affected with Asbestosis and Asbestos 

related disorders while working on Chrysotile asbestos fibres in the processing 
units for the last three years, if so, the details thereof; 

(b) whether   the   Ministry   is   ensuring   that   asbestos   processing industries 
have minimum safety and health standards at the workplace for the workers, if 
so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the initiatives adopted by the Ministry for the workers who have already been 
affected by asbestos, if so, the details thereof? 

 
 

ANSWER 
MINISTER OF STATE(IC) FOR LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT 

(SHRI SANTOSH KUMAR GANGWAR) 
 
 
(a):  The number of workers suffering from Asbestosis and the number of Asbestosis 

cases reported in the registered factories under the Factories Act, 1948 
reported by Chief Inspector of Factories for the last three years is enclosed as 
Annexure. 

 
(b): The Government of India has enacted the Factories Act, 1948 to ensure the 

safety and health of workers working in the factories registered  under  the  Act.  
The  State  Governments are  empowered under the Act to frame their 
respective State Factories Rules and both the  Act  and  the  Rules  framed  
thereunder  are  enforced  by  the respective State Governments through their 
State Factories Inspectorate/Directorate  to  ensure  the  safety  and  health  
of  the workers working in the registered factories including asbestos processing 
industries. 

 
As per the provisions contained under Section 2(cb) of the Factories Act, 1948 
the "Manufacture, handling and processing of Asbestos and its products" is 
declared as a hazardous process and the same is listed in the First Schedule of 
the Act and accordingly provisions of Chapter IV-A of the Act  relating to 
hazardous processes are applicable to such factories. The permissible levels of 
asbestos fibre in work environment are given in Second Schedule of the 
said Act. 
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Further, under Section 87 concerning dangerous operations, the State   
Governments   are   empowered   under   the   Act   to   declare dangerous 
operations under the Rules where the State Government is of the opinion that 
any manufacturing process or operation carried on in a factory exposes any 
persons employed in it to a serious risk of bodily injury poisoning or disease. 
Accordingly, the State Governments are empowered to frame the rules 
applicable to any factory or class or description of factories under Section 87 
of the Factories Act, 1948 and notify the schedule on handling and processing 
of asbestos, manufacture of any article of asbestos and any other process of 
manufacture or otherwise in which asbestos is used in any form. Further, in 
case of violations of any provisions by the occupier or manager of the registered 
factories, prosecutions are launched under Section 92 and 96A of the Act. 

 
(c):  Section  7A  of  the  Factories  Act,  1948  provides  that  every occupier shall 

ensure, so far as reasonably practicable, the health, safety and welfare of all 
workers while they are at work in the factory registered under the Factories Act, 
1948.  Further, Section 89 of the Factories Act, 1948 prescribes that where any 
worker in a factory registered under the Act contracts any notifiable disease 
including Asbestosis specified under the Act, the manager of the factory shall 
report the same to the Chief Inspector of Factories and other authorities in their 
State Factories Rules which is enforced by the State Governments who are 
empowered under the Act to initiate penal action under Section 92 of the Act for 
violation of any of the provision of the Act and the Rules framed thereunder. 

 
 
 
 
                                                         ****** 
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Annexure 
 

 
ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (a) OF RAJYA SABHA UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2973 
FOR 21/03/2018 RAISED BY SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN  REGARDING ASBESTOS RELATED DISORDERS AMONG 
WORKERS 

 

 
 

STATE WISE NUMBER OF ASBESTOSIS CASES REPORTED FOR THE YEARS 2014, 2015 AND 2016 
 

Sl.	

No. 

 
State 2014 2015 2016 

 
Total 

 
1 

Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands NIL NIL NIL 

 
NIL 

2 Andhra Pradesh NIL NIL NIL NIL 

3 Assam NIL NIL NIL NIL 

4 Bihar NIL NIL NIL NIL 

5 Chandigarh NR NIL NIL NIL 

6 Chhattisgarh NIL NIL NIL NIL 

7 Daman & Diu and 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 

NIL NIL NIL 
 

NIL 

8 Delhi NIL NIL NIL NIL 

9 Goa NIL NIL NIL NIL 

10 Gujarat NIL NIL NIL NIL
11 Haryana NIL NIL NR NIL 

12 Himachal Pradesh NIL NIL NIL NIL 

13 Jammu & Kashmir NIL NIL NIL NIL 

14 Jharkhand NIL NIL NR NIL 

15 Kerala NIL NIL NIL NIL 

16 Karnataka NIL NIL NIL NIL 

17 Meghalaya NIL NIL NIL NIL 

18 Maharashtra 1 1 NIL 2 

19 Manipur NIL NIL NIL NIL 

20 Madhya Pradesh NIL NIL NR NIL 

21 Nagaland NIL NIL NIL NIL 

22 Odisha NIL NIL NIL NIL 

23 Puducherry NIL NIL NIL NIL 
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24 Punjab NIL NIL NIL NIL 

25 Rajasthan NIL NIL NIL NIL 

26 Tamil Nadu NIL NIL NIL NIL 

27 Telangana NIL NIL NIL NIL 

28 Tripura NIL NIL NIL NIL 

29 Uttarakhand NIL NIL NIL NIL 

30 Uttar Pradesh NIL NIL NR NIL 

31 West Bengal NIL NIL NR NIL 

Total 1 1 NIL 2 
1. Source: Data collected by DGFASLI through correspondence with Chief Inspector of 

Factories of States/UTs 
2. NR: Data not available/not received. 

 

 
 

******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2461 ANSWERED ON 23.03.2017 
 

FACILITIES IN JAWAHAR NAVODAYA VIDYALAYAS 

 

2461.  SHRI ALI ANWAR ANSARI:  

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:  

(a)  the amount earmarked for each student per day under meals-refreshment head 
at Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs);  

(b)  the number of Navodaya Vidyalayas in the country having concrete made 
academic blocks and the number of Navodaya Vidyalayas having arrangement 
of safe drinking water; and  

(c)  whether it is a fact that Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Ranti falling under 
Madhubani district of Bihar runs its classes under asbestos roofs and lacks the 
facility of safe drinking water? 

 

ANSWER 

 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE 

DEVELOPMENT 

(SHRI UPENDRA KUSHWAHA) 
 

(a) The Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS), which administers the Jawahar 
Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs), has informed that the amount towards meals etc. 
for the students of JNVs is earmarked on an annual basis for 9 months. The 
annual amount allocated per student for JNVs at locations other than hard and 
difficult areas is Rs. 12420/- (@ Rs. 1380/- per student per month for 9 months) 
and for JNVs located at hard and difficult areas, it is Rs. 14490/- (@ Rs. 1610/- 
per student per month for 9 months). In addition, an amount of Rs. 307/- per 
child per month is provided for meeting the expenditure on fuel for cooking, 
cleaning/washing and wages for casual workers engaged in cooking.  
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(b) NVS has informed that as on date, 553 JNVs are functioning from their 
permanent campuses and that the buildings of these Vidyalayas, except at 
District Kinnaur(HP), have been constructed as per Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti 
norms, having concrete made pucca academic blocks. NVS has further 
informed that 41 JNVs are functioning from temporary accommodation provided 
by the respective State Governments. Out of these 41 JNVs, 27 JNVs have 
concrete made pucca academic blocks. All these 594 JNVs have facility of safe 
drinking water.   

(c) NVS has informed that the class rooms at Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya at 
Ranti, District Madhubani, Bihar, have Asbestos Cement (AC) sheet roofing 
with pucca brick walls, and that safe drinking water is available at the 
Vidyalaya. 

 

****** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2819 ANSWERED ON 23.12.2015 
 

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES AMONG WORKERS  
 

2819. SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: 
 
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be pleased to state: 
 
(a) the State-wise details of workers died in accidents in different industries in 

different sectors in the country during the last three years; 
 
(b) how many occupational diseases are identified in the country and how many 

occupational diseases diagnostic centres are there to diagnose the 
occupational diseases; and 

 
(c) whether it is a fact that the number of workers dying due to occupational 

diseases is the highest in India and if so, the details thereof? 
 

ANSWER 
 

MINISTER OF STATE (IC) FOR LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT 
(SHRI BANDARU DATTATREYA) 

 
 
(a) The State-wise number of mine workers died in coal and non- coal mine 

during last three years is at Annexure-I. 
 

The total number of fatal injuries in factories registered under the Factories 
Act, 1948 for the year 2012, 2013 and 2014 is at Annexure-II. 

 
(b) & (c) The following diseases have been notified as disease due to mining 

under Section 25 of the Mines Act, 1952: 
 

1.  Silicosos,  2.  Pneumoconiosis,  3.  Managanese  Poising-  Nervous type, 4. 
Asbestosis, 5.Cancer of lung or the stomach or the pleura and peritoneum (i.e. 
mesothelioma), 6. Noise Induced Hearing Loss, &. Contact Dermatitis caused 
by direct contact with chemical and 8. Pathological manifestations due to radium 
or radioactive substances. 

 
Among others, National Institutes of Mine’s Health (Nagpur) and National 
Institute of Occupational Health (Ahmadabad) diagnose the occupational 
diseases of the workers engaged in mining. Besides, mine management(s) 
carryout medical examinations periodically as per Mines Rules, 1955 to 
diagnose the disease and take preventive measures for workers engaged in 
mining. 

 
There are twenty occupational diseases pertaining to the manufacturing  sector  
as  notified  in  the  Third  Schedule  of  the Factories Act, 1948 is at 
Annexure –III. 

 
The total number of cases of occupational diseases reported State-wise in 
registered factories during 2012, 2013 and 2014 is at Annexure-IV. 
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ANNEXURE-I 

 
ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (a) OF THE RAJYA SABHA UNSTARRED QUESTION 
NO. 2819  FOR  23.12.2015  ASKED  BY  SHRI  KIRANMAY  NANDA  REGARDING  OCCUPATIONAL  
DISEASES AMONG WORKERS. 

State/UT-wise number workers died in coal 
mines due to fatal accidents during 2012 -15
 

State Year No. of workers 
Andhra Pradesh 2012 14 

2013 11 

2014 18 

2015 7 
Assam 2012 1 

2014 0 
Chhattisgarh 2012 10 

2013 9 

2014 8 

2015 7 
Gujarat 2013 3 

2015 2 
Jharkhand 2012 23 

2013 27 

2014 15 

2015 16 
Jammu & Kashmir 2013 1 
Madhya Pradesh 2012 8 

2013 11 

2014 9 

2015 10 
Maharashtra 2012 7 

2013 6 

2014 9 

2015 6 
Odisha 2012 2 

2013 1 
2014 1 
2015 1 

Rajasthan 2012 1 
2014 2 
2015 1 

Tamil Nadu 2012 3 
2013 0 
2014 2 
2015 1 

Uttar Pradesh 2012 4 
2013 4 
2014 3 

West Bengal 2012 10 
2013 9 
2014 5 
2015 7 

All India 2012 83 
2013 82 
2014 72 
2015 58 

Note: Data for the year 2014 & 2015 are provisional. Data for the year 2015 are upto 31.10.2015. 
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State/UT-wise number of workers died in non-coal mines due to fatal accidents during 2012 - 2015 

State Year No. of workers 
Andhra Pradesh 2012 9 

2013 12 
2014 3 
2015 4 

Assam 2012 1 
2013 3 
2014 2 
2015 1 

Bihar 2013 5 
Chhattisgarh 2012 2 

2013 0 
2014 0 
2015 1 

Goa 2012 1 
2015 1 

Gujarat 2012 2 
2013 2 
2014 2 
2015 2 

Himachal Pradesh 2015 0 
Jharkhand 2012 2 

2013 3 
2014 7 
2015 4 

Jammu & Kashmir 2013 2 
Karnataka 2012 1 

2013 3 
2014 1 
2015 3 

Kerala 2013 4 
2014 1 

Madhya Pradesh 2012 2 
2013 3 
2014 3 
2015 0 

Maharashtra 2012 1 
2014 0 
2015 1 

Odisha 2012 1 
2013 4 
2014 2 
2015 2 

Rajasthan 2012 10 
2013 23 
2014 17 
2015 13 

Tamil Nadu 2012 3 
2013 7 
2014 4 
2015 1 

Tripura 2012 0 
2014 0 
2015 1 

Uttarakhand 2012 2 
2014 2 
2015 1 

Uttar Pradesh 2012 1 
2013 1 
2014 2 
2015 4 

West Bengal 2012 0 
2013 2 
2014 1 

AllIndia 2012 38 
2013 74 
2014 47 
2015 39 

Note : Data for the year 2014 & 2015 are provisional. Data for the year 2015 are upto 31.10.2015. 
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Annexure-II 
 

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (a) OF THE RAJYA SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2819 FOR 23.12.2015 ASKED BY SHRI KIRANMAY 
NANDA REGARDING OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES AMONG WORKERS. 

 
State-wise Fatal Injuries in Factories for the year 2012, 2013 & 2014 

 
Sl. 
No. 

State/ Union 
Territory 

2012 2013 2014 
Fatal Injuries Fatal Injuries Fatal Injuries 

1. Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands 

Nil .. 5

2. Andhra Pradesh 156 137 85
3. Assam 8 8 13 
4. Bihar 9 4 12
5. Chandigarh 1 Nil ..
6. Chhattisgarh 110 92 101
7. Daman & Diu and 

Dadra & Nagar 
Haveli 

14 12 ..

8. Delhi 6 13 ..
9. Goa 8 10 5 
10. Gujarat 216 218 240
11. Haryana 15 40 41 
12. Himachal Pradesh 10 11 13
13. Jammu & Kashmir 8 .. .. 
14. Jharkhand 33 35 21
15. Karnataka 76 68 .. 
16. Kerala 29 27 ..
17. Madhya Pradesh 45 48 59 
18. Maharashtra 215 199 187
19. Manipur .. .. .. 
20. Meghalaya 1 3 1
21. Nagaland Nil Nil .. 
22. Odisha 78 58 ..
23. Pudduchery 8 3 .. 
24. Punjab 34 29 12
25. Rajasthan 34 55 39 
26. Tamil Nadu 110 109 105
27. Telangana # # .. 
28. Tripura 2 2 2
29. Uttar Pradesh 72 129 45 
30. Uttarakhand 23 11 7
31. West Bengal 62 96 .. 

Total 1383 1417 933 
Note:  (i) There are no registered factories in Arunachal Pradesh, Lakshadweep, Mizoram and Sikkim. 

 
(ii) ..  : Not Available (iii) # : Newly created State in 2014 

 
Source:  Data collected by DGFASLI through correspondence with Chief Inspector of Factories of States/ UTs. 
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Annexure-III 
 

 
 
ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (b) & (c) OF THE RAJYA SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2819 FOR 23.12.2015 ASKED BY SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA 
REGARDING OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES AMONG WORKERS. 

 
 

The Third Schedule
(See Section 89 and 90) 

 
List of NotifiableDiseases 

1.   Lead poisoning, including poisoning by any preparation or compound oflead or their sequelae. 
2.   Lead tetra-ethyl poisoning. 
3.   Phosphorous poisoning or its sequelae. 

4.   Mercury poisoning or its sequelae. 

5.   Manganese poisoning or its sequelae. 

6.   Arsenic poisoning or its sequelae. 

7.   Poisoning by nitrous fumes. 

8.   Carbon bisulphide poisoning. 

9.   Benzene poisoning, including poisoning by any of its homologues, theirnitro or amido 
derivatives or its sequelae. 

10. Chrome ulceration or its sequelae. 

11. Anthrax. 

12. Silicosis. 

13. Poisoning by halogens or halogen derivatives of the hydrocarbons, of the aliphatic series. 

14. Pathological manifestation due to : - 

a.   Radium or other radio-active substances. 

b.   Xrays. 

15. Primary epitheliomatous cancer of the skin. 

16. Toxic anemia. 

17. Toxic jaundice due to poisonous substances. 

18. Oil acne or dermatitis due to mineral oils and compounds containingmineral oil base. 

19. Byssionosis. 

20. Asbestosis. 

21. Occupational or contact dermatitis caused by direct contract with chemicaland paints. 
These are of types, that is, primary irritantsand allergicsensitizers. 

22. Noise induced hearing loss (exposure to high noise levels). 

23. Beryllium poisoning. 

24. Carbon monoxide poisoning. 

25. Coal miners' pneumoconiosis. 

26. Phosgene poisoning. 

27. Occupational cancer. 

28. Isocyanates poisoning. 

29. Toxic nephritis. 
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Annexure-IV 

 
ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (b) & (c) OF THE RAJYA SABHA UNSTARRED QUESTION 
NO. 2819 FOR 23.12.2015 ASKED BY SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA REGARDING OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES 
AMONG WORKERS. 

 
STATE-WISE DETAILS OF OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES REPORTED FOR THE YEAR 2012,  2013 & 2014 

 
Sl. 

 
No. 

State Occupational Diseases 2012 2013 2014 Total 

1 Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands 

- NIL Nil Nil Nil 

2 Andhra Pradesh - Nil Nil Nil Nil 

3 Assam - Nil Nil Nil Nil 

4 Bihar - Nil Nil Nil Nil 

5 Chandigarh - Nil Nil NR Nil 

6 Chhattisgarh - Nil Nil Nil Nil 

7 Daman & Diu & 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 

- Nil Nil Nil Nil 

8 Delhi - Nil Nil Nil Nil 

9 Goa Silicosis Nil 1 Nil 1 

10 Gujarat Byssionosis 1 1 Nil 2 

Noise Induced Hearing 
Loss 

2 Nil 80 82 

Silicosis 1 Nil 11 12 

Nasal Septum Perforation Nil 6 Nil 6 

Pneumoconiosis (silicosis) 12 Nil Nil 12 

Silico-tuberculosis Nil 1 Nil 1 

Contact dermatitis Nil 1 Nil 1 

11 Haryana - Nil NR Nil Nil 

12 Himachal Pradesh - Nil NR Nil Nil 

13 Jammu & Kashmir - NIL NR NR Nil 

14 Jharkhand - Nil NR Nil Nil 

15 Kerala - Nil Nil Nil Nil 

16 Karnataka - NIL NR Nil Nil 

17 Meghalaya - Nil Nil Nil Nil 

18 Maharashtra Asbestosi
s 

2 Nil 1 3 

Toxic Nephritis Nil 4 Nil 4 

Silicosis Nil Nil 4 4 

Bladder Cancer Nil Nil 1 1 

Irritant Contact Dermatitis Nil Nil 1 1 

19 Manipur - NR NR NR Nil 

15
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20 Madhya Pradesh - Nil Nil NR Nil 

21 Nagaland - Nil Nil Nil Nil 

22 Odisha Silicosis NIL 1 7 8 

Silico-Tuberculosis Nil 1 Nil 1 

23 Pondicherry - Nil Nil Nil Nil 

24 Punjab - Nil Nil NR Nil 

25 Rajasthan - Nil NR Nil Nil 

26 Tamil Nadu Silicosis – 
Pulmonary 

Fibrosis 

1 Nil NR 1 

Milary TB with Industrial 
Bronchitis suspected 
Silicosis

1 1 

Bilateral Cystic 
Bronchiectarsis suspected 
Silicosis 

1 1 

27 Telangana Byssionosis NIL NIL 1 1 

28 Tripura - NIL Nil Nil Nil 

29 Uttaranchal - NIL Nil Nil Nil 

30 Uttar Pradesh - NR NR NR Nil 

31 West Bengal Noise Induced Hearing 
Loss 

Nil 55 NR 55 

Total 21 71 106 198 

 
 

Source: Data collected by DGFASLI through correspondence with Chief Inspector of Factories of States/UTs 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2246 ANSWERED ON 30.07.2014 
 

SAFTY GUIDELINES FOR ASBESTOS MINING 
 
 
 
 

2246, DR. KANWAR DEEP 
 

(a)  whether at the sixth meeting of Conference of Parties held in Geneva in May, 
2013 the  Indian delegation failed to put Asbestos  under Annexure Ill  of  
the Rotterdam Convention (listing of imported hazardous substances);  

 
(b)  if so, the reasons therefor; 
 
(c)  whether the Director General of Mines Safety along with the Central Pollution 

Control Board has drafted any safety guidelines regarding Asbestos mining; 
and 

 

(d)  if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
(a) & (b): At the 6th Conference of Parties of Rotterdam Conference (CoP-6), 

India  did  not  support  listing  of  Chrysotile  Asbestos  citing  the  utility  of  
the substance, the findings of the 'no hazard' in domestic studies assigned 
by the Department of  Chemicals  and  Petrochemicals to  National  Institute 
of Occupational  Health,  Ahmedabad  and  increased  trade  costs  of  the  
Prior Informed consent (PIC) procedure. It was mentioned that 85% of the 
Chrysotile Asbestos use in India are in cement pipes and corrugated cement 
sheets for low cost housing, water supply and sanitation. This use is 
altogether different from what it was in Europe, which are for insulation 
purpose in building and shipping. Noting past discussion failed to reach a 
consensus, the Russian federation in the CoP-6 suggested removing the 
issue from further consideration by the CoP. The President of the CoP-6 
on final day observed that since there was no agreement on listing Chrysotile 
Asbestos in Annexe-A in Rotterdam Convention, CoP-6 could not adopt a 
decision and the matter is automatically on the agenda ofCoP-7. 

 

(c) & (d): The Directorate General of Mines Safety has not drafted any safety 
guidelines in Asbestos Mining, except that the permissible limit of airborne 
dust concentration in mine for asbestos have been reduced from 2 
fibre/milliliter to 1 fiber/ milliliter vide GSR 701(E), dated 30/09/2008 

 
****** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2244 ANSWERED ON 30.07.2014 
 

 

SAFEGUARDS FOR MINING OF ASBESTOS 
 
2244, DR. R LAKSHMANAN 
 
(a)   whether  Government  has  formulated  any  guidelines  laying  down  the 

safeguards for mining of Asbestos across the country; and 
 
(b)  if so, the details thereof and it not, the reasons therefor? 
 

 

ANSWER 
 

 

(a): Indian Bureau of Mines (a subordinate office of the Ministry of Mines) has 
formulated 'Guidelines for  Carrying  out  Chrysotile  Asbestos  Mining'   and 

 'Guidelines for Carrying out Amphibole Asbestos Mining'.  

(b):  Details of the guidelines are given in Annexure. 

*** 
 
ANNEXURE  REFERRED   IN   REPLY   TO   RAJYA   SABHA   UNSTARRED 
QUESTION N0.2244  FOR REPLY ON 30.7.2014 REGARDING 'SAFEGUARDS 
FOR MINING OF ASBESTOS' ASKED BY DR R LAKSHMANAN 
 
DETAILS OF  GUIDELINES FOR  CARRYING 
CHRYSOTILE & AMPHIBOLE ASBESTOS MINING 

OUT  THE 

 

? Every mine owner, who undertakes the Chrysotile and Amphibole Asbestos 
mining shall take adequate steps during mining, material handling and 
transportation and processing of asbestos ore so as to eliminate or minimize the 
asbestos dust concentration in the working environment. 
 
? Procedure for sampling should be adopted as per IS 11450: 2006/(C) BIS 
2006: Indian Standard Method For Determination Of Airborne Asbestos Fibre 
Concentration In Work Environment By Light Microscopy [Membrane Filter 
Method]. 
 
? No person shall be allowed to enter or remain in any work place which contains 
airborne asbestos dust at any time, exceeding the TLV (threshold limit value) of 1 
fibre per cc, perceptible through standard monitoring procedures. IS 12082 [Part 
1]: 2006 I (c)BIS 2006: Indian Standard Control Of Asbestos Emission - 
Recommendations Part-1 Mining Of Asbestos Ore may be strictly followed. 
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? No person shall enter or remain in any place which contains airborne asbestos 
dust at any time exceeding the limit of 1 fibre per cc in the working atmosphere, 
as observed in standard monitoring, unless such person is wearing approved 
type respiratory equipment to prevent the inhalation of such dust. 
 
? For the above purpose, air quality monitoring shall be done for every quarter at 
all the mine working faces, transport roadways, milling plants and the tailing and 
waste dumps, sampling of which shall be done through an approved apparatus 
and analyzed as per standard methods. The quarterly reports on such monitoring 
shall be submitted within a fortnight of the previous quarter to the respective 
Regional Controller of Mines and  Controller of Mines  (Zonal Office of Indian 
Bureau of Mines). 
 
? Dust generated by drilling operations shall be controlled by either wet drilling or 
by employing approved extraction equipment mounted on the drill. 
 
? Dust emission from blasting shall be minimized by wetting with water 
immediately before the blast and multiple small blasts rather than one large blast, 
should be practiced. 
 
? To reduce throw of the dust, control blasting techniques with proper spacing 
burden and stemming along with the delay elements and with deck loading or Air 
Decking, wherever possible, shall be adopted. 
 
? In  underground  mines, to  reduce  damage  to  fibre  during  the  drilling  and 
blasting operation and, thus, releasing airborne dust, wherever possible, the 
blasting  face should be provided with an initial free face or pre-splitting with 
dummy holes, within the non-asbestos mineralized zone. After this free face is 
developed, blasting within the asbestos mineralized zone shall be carried out, as 
far as possible, with low-density explosives. 
 
? All roadways shall be regularly watered and wetted to reduce the creation of air 
borne asbestos dust. 
 
? The transport trucks used for transport of asbestos ore or its tailings shall never 
be  overloaded  and  should  be  properly  wetted  and  completely  covered  with 
suitable means. 
 
? For  the  underground  mines,  a  well  designed  ventilation  system  shall  be 
provided and operated throughout the working of the mine as also during the 
blasting time, as per standard prescribed in MMR, 1961. Persons should not be 
allowed to be inside the mine while there is a stoppage of ventilation system. An 
uninterrupted power supply should be ensured for the ventilation fan. 
? The  exhaust  air  coming  out  from  the  underground  workings,  through  the 
Evasee fitted on the surface, should be allowed to pass through wet scrubbers, 
before the air is released to the outside atmosphere. 
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? The effluent water released  from the mine as well as from the processing 
plants should be properly treated to remove the sediments before their final 
discharge. 
 
? The asbestos milling operations should be mechanized,  using mechanised 
transport equipment like elevators, screw conveyors, belt conveyors etc., and for 
crushing and liberation of asbestos fibers using mechanical equipments like 
Crushers, Fibrizers, Disintegrators, Pulverizers, Edge-runners etc., and for 
separation of fibers using mechanized equipment like Vibro-screens, Gyrocentric 
screen, Trammels Cyclones etc. IS 12082 [Part 2]: 2006 I (C)BIS 2006: Indian 
Standard Control Of Asbestos Emission - Recommendations Part 2 Milling Of 
Asbestos  Ore  and  IS  11767  : 2005  I  (C)  BIS 2005:  Indian Standard 
Recommendations For Cleaning Of Premises and Plants Using Asbestos Fibers 
may be strictly adhered to. 
 
? Material transfer from one operation to the other including Bagging shall he 
pneumatically conveyed through ducts, The transfer points shall be completely 
enclosed and connected to dust extraction system which shall be pneumatically 
conveyed and discharged in water precipitator tanks. 
 
? All the ore processing operations should be in closed circuit, with proper 
enclosures like exhaust hoods, so as not to allow the dust generated to escape in 
the outside  atmosphere. These enclosures  shall be cleaned periodically  with 
water and compressed air emulsions and such discharge water shall be disposed 
off properly. 
 
? Provisions shall be made at all dust generating points of the mill to collect the 
dust laden air, which shall be filtered through high efficiency bag filters. 
 
? The external walls of the ore processing plant shall be provided with exhaust 
fans, for pneumatically conveying the fine dust particles to water precipitators for 
reduction of dust released from various operations I units. 
 
? The tailings discharged from the screen shall be transported outside the plant 
by conveyor, preferably by screw conveyors. These tailing dumps as well as the 
waste dumps shall be suitably rehabilitated with an inert cover overlaid by 
sufficiently thick soil cover, for developing suitable vegetation. 
 
? To prevent the spread of air borne fibre dust in the outside environment, thick 
green barriers shall be developed, surrounding the mine area, processing plant 
and the waste I tailing dumps. 
?  Asbestos   containing   residue   is  covered   under  the   Hazardous   Waste 
(Management and Handling) Rules, 1989. Accordingly, hazardous waste may be 
transported, treated and disposed of as per Hazardous Waste (Management and 
Handling), Rules 1989. 

 
****** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3908 ANSWERED ON 11.05.2012 
 

USE OF ASBESTOS IN INDIA 
 
3908, SHRI P RAJEEVE 
 
(a)   whether  use  of  asbestos, a  material  that  has  been  banned  in  over  40 

countries on grounds of toxicity, is permitted in India; 
 
(b)  the consumption of asbestos in tonnes, in the country since 2004 till date 

year-wise; 
 
(c)  whether India imports white asbestos from Canada where the material has 

been virtually banned on grounds of toxicity; and 
 
(d)  if so, the reasons for not issuing a ban on white asbestos in the country? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
(a): Asbestos  consists  of  six varieties,  namely,  Crocidolite, Actinolite, 

Anthophylite,  Amosite,  Tremolite  and  Chrysotile.  The  first  five  varieties  
of asbestos are not used in the country. Chrysotile variety of asbestos is 
permitted for use in   the country.  India  is  a  signatory  to  the   Rotterdam 
Convention on Prior  Informed  Consent   Procedure  for  Certain  Hazardous  
Chemicals and Pesticides  in International Trade. Annex Ill of the Convention 
lists industrial chemicals and pesticides that have been banned or severely
restricted for health or environmental reasons by Parties to the Convention.
Member Countries are required to communicate informed decision on whether 
they consent to  import or not  the  chemicals  listed  in  Annex Ill  of   the 
Convention.  Of the six varieties of asbestos, Chrysotile variety has not been

        listed in Annex Ill 
 
        (b):  The estimated consumption of chrysotile asbestos in India since 2004 till  

        date,yearwise is as under: 
  

          Year  Consumption   
            2004   1,85,000 tons 
            2005  2,30,000 tons   

                    2006   2,58,000 tons 
                    2007  2,83,000 tons 
                    2008   3,00,000 tons 
                    2009   3,60,000 tons 
                    2010   4,00,000 tons 
                    2011   4,15,000 tons (approx.) 
                    2012   1,35,000 tons (approx.) till April, 2012 

 

 

21



``  

(c):   India  imports  Chrysotile  (white)  variety  of   asbestos  from  Canada. 
 
(d):  Import of this item is not banned or restricted in India according to the 

existing Exim policy. However, in order to assess the environmental and 
health hazards, if any, arising from the use of Chrysotile asbestos in 
the country, Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals has 
commissioned a study to National Institute of Occupational Health (NIOH), 
Ahmedabad. The final report is awaited from NIOH. 

 

 
****** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 176 ANSWERED ON 14.03.2012 
 

 

BAN ON IMPORT OF ASBESTOS 
 
176, SHRI N. K. SINGH 

 

 
 

(a)  whether India imports asbestos from Canada, where it has been banned on 
grounds of toxicity; 

 

 

(b)  if so, the reasons therefor; 
 
 

(c)  whether there is a proposal for imposing ban on the import of the said product; 
and 

 
 

d)  if not, the reasons therefor? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
 

THE  MINISTER  OF  STATE  IN  THE  MINISTRY  OF   COMMERCE  AND 
INDUSTRY (SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA) 

 

(a)to(d) Present import policy for Chrysotile Asbestos is free under lTC (HS) 
Code 25249011, 25249021 & 25249031. Accordingly, importers can import 
this item from any country of their choice, including Canada, without any 
permission I authorization. Import of Asbestos other than Chrysotile variety is 
restricted. There is no proposal to change this policy 

 
 
 

****** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2539 ANSWERED ON 19.04.2010 
 

 

BAN ON ASBESTOS MINING 
 
2539, SHRI KRISHAN LAL BALMIKI 

 

 

(a)  whether it is a fact that the Indian Bureau of Mines has studied the impact on 
health of the labourers involved the mining of asbestos; 

 
(b)  if so, whether any suggestions have been received from this study group and 

whether the study group has suggested to lift the ban on mining of asbestos; 
and 

 
(c)  whether Government intends to implement them; 
 
(d)  whether the ban on the new mining lease and renewal of asbestos mining will 

be lifted; and 
 
(e)  if so, by when? 
 

 

ANSWER 
 
 
 

THE MINISTER OF MINES AND MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH 
EASTERN REGION 
 
(SHRI B. K. HANDIQUE) 
 
(a)to(e): An S&T Project titled ' Study of Pollution Level in Asbestos Mines and 

processing plants in Rajasthan' was undertaken by Indian Bureau of 
Mines(IBM), a subordinate office of the Ministry. The Study recommended  
that subject to imposition of safeguards on pollution level in work 
environment, the ban imposed on grant and renewal of mining leases and 
expansion of mining may be lifted. Recommendations  of the Study  have 
been  examined  in consultation with all stake holders. Some stake holders 
have suggested that asbestos mining can be permitted with appropriate 
safeguards. IBM in consultation with Central Pollution Control Board and 
Directorate General of Mines Safety has been asked to work out these 
safeguards which have not been finalized yet. At present the ban on 
granUrenewal of mining leases of asbestos has not been lifted 

 
 

****** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2743 ANSWERED ON 29.07.2009 

 

 

IMPORT OF WHITE ASBESTOS 
 
2743, SHRI O.T. LEPCHA 
 
(a)  whether it is a fact that white asbestos is being imported in the country in a 

big way as the mining of white asbestos has been banned; 
 
(b)  if so, the quality of white asbestos imported during last three years; 
 
(c)   whether  it is  also a fact that  WHO and  AIIMS have  declared  that white 

asbestos is carcinogenic; and 
 
(d) if so, reasons for the large scale imports leading to jeopardizing health of the 

people? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 

THE  MINISTER  OF  STATE  IN  THE  MINISTRY  OF   COMMERCE  AND 
INDUSTRY (SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA) 
 
(a) to (d) Information is being collected and will be laid on the Table of the House. 

 

 

****** 
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STARRED QUESTION NO. 200 ANSWERED ON 15.12.2008 
 

 

HEALTH HAZARDS IN ASBESTOS MINING 
 
200, DR. PRABHA THAKUR 

KRISHAN LAL BALMIKI 

(a)  whether it is a fact that Indian Bureau of Mines has conducted a study on the 
effect on the health of labourers engaged in asbestos mining; 

 
(b)  if so, whether this study has made any suggestions; 
 
(c)  whether the study group has suggested doing away with the restrictions on 

asbestos mining; 
 
(d)  whether Government proposes to implement them; 
 
(e)  whether Government would lift the ban on new leases for asbestos mining 

and their renewal; and 
 
(f)  if so, by when? 

 

 

ANSWER 
 
THE MINISTER OF MINES (SHRI SIS RAM OLA) 
 
(a) to (f) A statement is laid on the Table of the House. 
 

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO STARRED QUESTION NO. 
200 FOR 15.12.2008 ASKED BY DR. PRABHA THAKUR AND SHRI 
KRISHAN  LAL  BALMIKI  REGARDING  HEALTH  HAZARDS  IN 
ASBESTOS MINING. 

 
(a) Yes, Sir. 
 
(b) & (c) The Study recommended imposition of safeguards on pollution level in 

work  environment  and  other  remedial  measures  subject  to  which  the  
ban imposed on grant and renewal of mining leases and expansion of mining 
may be lifted. 

 
(d) to (f ) Recommendations of the Study have been examined in consultation 

with all stakeholders. Some stake holders have suggested that asbestos 
mining can be permitted with appropriate safeguards. At present the ban on 
mining of asbestos has not been lifted. 

 
****** 

 
 
 

 

26



 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3957 ANSWERED ON 30.04.2008 
 

 

ASBESTOS FACTORIES AND MINES IN THE COUNTRY 
 
3957, SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA 
 
(a)   whether  asbestos  is  dangerous  for  the  health  and  how  many  asbestos 

factories and mines operating in the country and the number of workers are 
working there; 

 
(b)  whether Government is also importing asbestos; if so, the details thereof;  

(c)  whether Government has any plan completely ban asbestos; and 

(d)  if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT (SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES) 
 
(a)  Yes, Sir, prolonged exposure to asbestos is dangerous for the health.   The 

State-wise information on number of asbestos factories registered under the 
Factories Act, 1948 and the workers employed therein is enclosed at 
Annexure-I. Only 2 asbestos mines are working in the country, with average 
daily employment of 50 persons. 

 
(b)  Yes, Sir, Government is importing asbestos. Country-wise details is enclosed 

at Annexure-11. 
 
(c)  No, Sir. 
 
(d)  In view of 'c' above, does not arise. 
 
 

******* 
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ANNEXURE-I 
 

INFORMATION OF NUMBER OF ASBESTOS MANUFACTURING UNITS IN 
DIFFERENT STATES/UTs of India

 

.
 

As on : December, 2006 
 

s. 
No. 

State/UTs No. of Units No. of 
Workers 

  1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands   Nil -NA- 
  2. Andhra Pradesh   7 1889 
  3. Arunachal Pradesh  Nil  -NA- 
  4. Assam   2  45
  5.     Bihar Nil -NA- 
  6.     Chandioarh Nil -NA- 
  7. Chhattisgarh  Nil  -NA-
  8. Daman & Diu & Dadra& Nagar 

 Haveli     
   N -NA- 

  9.      Delhi  6 231 
10.  Goa   Nil -NA- 
11.  Gujarat        13 789 
12.  Haryana   19 1300 
13.  Himachal Pradesh   Nil -NA- 
14.  Jammu & Kashmir   Nil -NA- 
15.  Jharkhand    2 153
16.  Kamataka    2 370 
17.  Kerala    1 200 
18.  Lakshadweep    Nil -NA- 
19.  Madhya Pradesh       11 610  
 20.  Maharashtra   24 1338 
 21. Manipur    Nil -NA-  
 22. Meghalaya                            Nil         -NA- 
 23. Mizoram    Nil -NA-  
 24.    Nagaland Nil -NA- 
 25. Orissa                                    1    477 
 26. Puducherry    Nil -NA- 
 27. Punjab            Nil -NA- 
 28. Rajasthan     5  61 
 29. Sikkim    Nil -NA- 
 30. Tamil Nadu     8 1677 
 31. Tripura     Nil -NA- 
 32. Uttar Pradesh     11 711 
 33.  Uttarakhand    Nil -NA- 
 34.  West Bengal     9 1200 
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STARRED QUESTION NO. 307 ANSWERED ON 20.03.2008 
 

 

ASBESTOS FACTORIES 
 
307, SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD 
 
(a)  whether Government has recently conducted a study through the National 

Institute of Occupational Health to assess the extent of betterment in the 
working conditions in the Asbestos factories all over the country; 

 
(b)  if so, a summary of the findings of the study; 
 
(c)  whether the asbestos industry in the private sector had contributed funds for 

the conduct of the study in addition to the allocation made by Government; 
and 

 
(d)  whether Government is likely to present this report, finalized in consultation 

with  asbestos  industry,  at  the  Chemical  Review  Committee  of  the  UN  
at Rotterdam in March, 2008 to rationalize its third veto against UN 
sanctions on asbestos industry? 

 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
(SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA) 
 
(a)&(b) Yes,Sir. The National Institute of Occupational Health(NIOH),Ahmedabad 

has been entrusted with a study on environmental and health impacts of the 
usages of Chrysotile Asbestos with an objective to find out the 
concentration of asbestos fibres in the work zone and to assess the health 
status of the workers and the residents in the vicinity of the industry. The 
study is in progress in major Asbestos based products manufacturing units 
located in Kolkata, Silvasa, Vapi and Hyderabad. 

 
(c)   Out  of  a  total of  Rs.  59.66  lacs  allocated  for  the  study  by  Ministry  of 

Chemicals and Fertilizers, the Asbestos Cement Products Manufactures 
Association has contributed Rs. 16 lacs. 

 
(d)  Since the NIOH study is still under progress, no report was presented before 

the  Chemical  Review  Committee  of  Rotterdam  Convention  held  at  
Geneva during March, 10-13,2008. 

 

 

 

******
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4032 ANSWERED ON 11.05.2007 
 

 

USE OF ASBESTOS 
 
4032, SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY 
 
to answer  to Unstarred  Question 482 given  in the Rajya  Sabha  on the 2nd 
March, 2007 and state: 
 
(a)  whether it is a fact that a number of countries has banned the use of asbestos 

for health hazards; and 
 
(b)  if so, why India is not following the same principle. 
 
 
 

 
ANSWER 

 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
(SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA) 
 
(a) Some countries have banned the use of asbestos for health hazards. 
 
(b) In India, mining of asbestos is banned for reasons of health hazards.  Further 

use of all varieties of asbestos except chrysotile variety is restricted for impact 
on health reasons. Presently only the chrysotile variety of asbestos is used 
in India in  the  manufacture of  A.C.  pressure-pipes,  asbestos  cement  
sheets, brake- linings etc. The asbestos fibre levels are below the prescribed 
National and International norms and the health hazards of use of chrysotile 
asbestos are yet to be proved. 

 
The Department of Chemicals and Petro-chemicals have sponsored a study 
to the National Institute of Occupational Health, Ahmedabad to study the 
impact of Health and Environmental Hazards resulting from use of Chrysotile 
asbestos by the Indian industry. 

 
 

****** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 482 ANSWERED ON 02.03.2007 

 

 

EMISSION LIMIT FOR ASBESTOS FIBRE 
 

 

482, SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY 
 
(a)  whether there is any proposal to introduce emission limit for emission of 

asbestos fibre for all sorts of asbestos manufacturing units; 
 
(b)  if so, details ofthe proposal; and 
 
(c)  the time limit for implementing the proposal? 
 
 

 
ANSWER 

 
 
 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
(SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA) 

 
(a)to(c)  The  emission  standards  for  asbestos  fibre  from  asbestos  based 

products manufacturing industries have already been notified under the 
Environment  (Protection)  Act,  1986.  The  list  of  pollutants  with  
respective emission limits is annexed. These standards are implemented by 
the respective State Pollution Control Boards/U.T. Pollution Control 
Committees in their area of jurisdiction. Annexure 

 
Annexure  referred  to  in  reply  to  Part  (a)  to  (c)  of  Rajya  Sabha  
Unstarred Question no.482 to be answered on 2nd March, 2007 on Emission 
Limit for Asbestos Fibre. 

 
Industry  Pollutants  Emission  Limit  All  types  of  asbestos  manufacturing  
units (including all processes involving the use of asbestos) Pure asbestos 
material 0.2 fibre /cc Total Dust 2 mg/ Nm3 Fibre of length more than 5 
micrometer and diameter less than 3 micrometre with an aspect ratio of 3 or 
more. 

 
******* 
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STARRED QUESTION NO. 101 ANSWERED ON 31.07.2006 
 

 

HEALTH HAZARDS OF ASBESTOS MINING 
 
101, DR. NARAYAN SINGH MANAKLAO HARISH RAWAT 
 
(a)  whether it is a fact that Indian Bureau of Mines has conducted study on the 

health hazards of asbestos mines workers of Rajasthan; 
 
(b)  if so, the recommendations thereof; 
 
(c) whether the study recommended for lifting of ban on asbestos leasing; and 
 

(d)  if so, the details of action taken/proposed to be taken to implement these 
recommendations including the time-frame for implementation? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 
THE MINISTER OF MINES (SHRI SIS RAM OLA) 
 
(a) to (d) A statement is laid on the Table of the House. 
 
STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO STARRED QUESTION NO. 101 
FOR 31.7.2006 ASKED BY DR. NARAYAN SINGH MANAKLAO AND SHRI 
HARISH RAWAT REGARDING HEALTH HAZARDS OF ASBESTOS MINING. 
 
(a) Yes, Sir. 
 
(b)&(c) The Study recommended that the ban imposed on grant and renewal of 

mining  leases  and  expansion  of  mining  may  be  lifted  subject  to  control  
of pollution level in work environment of various operations and other remedial 
measures. 

 
(d)  The proposal of amending Regulation 124 of Metalliferous Mines Regulations, 

1961 by way of reducing permissible limit of airborne respirable asbestos 
fibre dust from 2 to 0.1- 0.5 per millilitre of air is under consideration in 
consultation with Directorate General, Mines  Safety(DGMS) 

 
******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3448 ANSWERED ON 17.05.2006 

 

 

THREAT OF ASBESTOSIS TO WORKERS 
 
3448, SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR 
 
(a)  whether Government are aware of the fact that the threat of asbestosis looms 

large over the workers working in Alang shipbreaking yard; 
 
(b)  whether Government are aware of the fact that the ship containing asbestos, 

an environmentally hazardous substances which causes a chronic lung 
ailment asbestosis to those who are exposed to it besides polluting the 
environment; and 

 
(c)  if so, whether Government have made any investigations to find out whether 

the shipbreaking industry adheres to safety and environmental norms? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT (SHRI 
CHANDRA SEKHAR SAHU) 

 
(a)&(b) Ships  that  come  for  breaking  may  contain  asbestos  as  insulation 

material. Asbestosis is caused due to air borne asbestos only. This air-
borne asbestos, if beyond the permissible limit, may cause asbestosis. 

 
(c)   Ministry  of  Environment  and  Forests  have  constituted  a  Committee  of 

Technical Experts to examine issues relating to ship breaking. The 
Committee has started its work. 

 
 

******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2058 ANSWERED ON 12.12.2005 
 

 

IMPORT AND PRODUCTION OF ASBESTOS 
 
2058, SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA 

 

 

(a)  the details of the chrysolite Asbestos imported during the last three years, 
year-wise; 

 

 

(b)  the details of the chrysolite Asbestos production in the country during the last 
three years, year wise and State-wise; 

 
(c)  whether it is a fact that chrysolite Asbestos mining has been banned in 

Andhra Pradesh; 
 
(d)  if so, the details thereof the reasons therefor; and 
 
(e)  the permissible international norms for dust pollution in chrysolite Asbestos 

mining? 
 

ANSWER 
 
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF MINES (DR. DASARI 
NARAYANA RAO) 
 
(a) The details are given below:  (in tonnes) 

 
(b) The details are given below:  (in tonnes) 

 
(c)&(d)In view of the deleterious effect of asbestos mining on the health of the 

workers, the government have ordered the State governments in 1986 not to 
grant any new mining lease for asbestos( including chrysotile variety) in the 
country. In June 1993, government further stopped the renewal of existing 
mining leases of asbestos in the country. 

 
(e)  As per information available, the permissible international norms for exposure 

to chrysotile, is 0.1 fiber per cubic centimeter for a worker on an eight hour time 
weighted average value. 

 
****** 

 

 
 

 
2002-2003 2003-2004 

 
2004-2005 (Provisional) 

76,143 1,34,931 1,36,016 

State 2002-2003 2003-2004  2004-05 (Provisional) 

Andhra Pradesh 857 849 795 

Rajasthan 0 0 0 

Total 857 849 795 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1294 ANSWERED ON 05.12.2005 
 

 

HEALTH HAZARDS IN ASBESTOS MINING 
 

 

1294, SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA 

HARISH RAWAT 

(a)  whether it is fact that Indian Bureau of Mines has conducted a study on the 
health hazards for asbestos mine workers of Rajasthan; 

 

(b)  if so, the findings thereof and whether the study recommended for lifting of 
ban on asbestos leasing; 

 

(c)  whether Government have an intention to implement these suggestions and 
lifting ban on leasing and renewal of leases of asbestos mining; and 

 

(d)  if so, by when? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 

THE  MINISTER  OF  STATE  IN  THE  MINISTRY  OF  MINES  (DR.  DASARI 
NARAYANA RAO) 

 

 

(a)to(d) In 1998, Ministry of Mines had approved a S&T Project titled' Study of 
Pollution Level in Asbestos Mines and processing plants (c) whether it is a 
fact that chrysolite Asbestos mining has been banned in Rajasthan' to be 
undertaken by Indian Bureau of Mines(IBM), in Andhra Pradesh; a 
subordinate office of the Ministry to assess the feasibility of lifting the ban 
on expansion  of asbestos mining through a scientific study of pollution level 
in asbestos mines and processing   plants  in  Rajasthan  and  in  Andhra   
Pradesh  and  to  suggest appropriate mitigation measures. The Study 
recommended that the ban imposed on grant and renewal of mining leases 
and expansion of mining may be lifted subject to control of pollution level in 
work environment of various operations and other remedial measures.  
Recommendations of the Study have been examined in consultation with all 
Stake holders. Some stake holders have suggested that asbestos   mining   
can   be   permitted  with   appropriate   safeguards.   IBM  in consultation 
with Central Pollution Control Board has been asked to work out these 
safeguards. At present the ban on mining of asbestos has not been lifted. 

 

 
******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 5479 ANSWERED ON 13.05.2005 
 

 

SHIP FOR SCRAP CARRYING CARCINOGENIC ASBESTOS 
INSULATION 

 

 

5479, SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR 
 

 

(a)  whether it is a fact thot the Danish Government have alerted India about a 
toxic ship-for-scrap carrying carcinogenic asbestos insulation headed for 
Alang yard in Gujarat; 

 

(b)  whether it is also a fact that the Danish Government have requested Indian 
Government to declare the ship as illegal traffic and refuse to allow it to 
be dumped in India; and 

 

(c)  if so, the action proposed? 
 

 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
(SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA) 

 

 

(a)to(c)  The  Danish  Government  have  informed  the  Indian  Government 
regarding arrival of a ship in India for dismantling carrying asbestos which is 
used as insulation of the machinery. It has also been mentioned that as per 
the Danish legislation on wastes, the said ship is characterized as waste.    
The ship was beached  at Alang on 3.4.2005. The officers from Customs, 
Gujarat Maritime Board, Central Pollution Control Board and Gujarat Pollution 
Control Board have verified and found that there is no hazardous waste on 
board of the ship. 

 

 
******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 537 ANSWERED ON 16.07.2004 
 

 

BAN ON WHITE ASBESTOS 
 

 

537, SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA 
 

 

(a)  whether many organisations have demanded ban on white asbestos in 
the country causing lung cancer; and 

 

(b)  if so, the action proposed to ban use of white asbestos to make the 
environment free from pollution? 

 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
(SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA) 
 
(a) Yes,  Sir.  Some of  the  non-governmental organisations have  been 

campaigning for total ban on asbestos in the country causing lung cancer. 
 

(b)  As no scientific study establishing that the use of white asbestos causing lung 
cancer is available, it is not considered as desirable to ban the use of 
white asbestos. 

 

 
******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2741 ANSWERED ON 18.08.2003 
 

 

ILL EFFECTS OF EXPOSURE TO ASBESTOS 
 

 

2741, SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA 
 

 

(a)  whether Government are aware that exposure to asbestos dust scar lung 
tissue, trigger cancer and cause pleural diseases; 

 

(b) if so, whether any empirical study has been made in the matter amongst the 
labour employed in asbestos companies; 

 

(c)  if so, the details thereof; and 
 

(d)  the curative and corrective measures proposed to be taken in this regard? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 

MINISTER  OF  HEALTH  AND  FAMILY  WELFARE  AND  PARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS (SMT. SUSHMA SWARAJ) 

 

 

(a)to(d) The World Health Organisation (WHO) is of the view that persons engaged 
in asbestos mining are at risk of having cancer. Studies done by the National 
Institute of Occupational Health (NIOH), Ahmedabad have shown than long 
term exposure to any type of asbestos can lead to development of asbestosis, 
lung cancer and mesothelioma. 

 

Various  standards  have  been  prescribed  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Standards (BIS) to ensure safety in handling and use of Asbestos and 
Asbestos products. In addition there are provisions under the Factories 
(Amendment) Act 1987, Mines Act, 1952 and Environment Protection Act, 
1986 to reduce/control the hazards produced due to Asbestos exposure. 

 

 
 

******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3053 ANSWERED ON 10.04.2003 
 

 

WORKERS ENGAGED IN ASBESTOS CEMENT PRODUCTS 
 

 

3053, SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA 
 

 

(a)  whether Government have taken note of a recent survey, conducted by the 
International Labour Organisation  (ILO), which  states that asbestos  is 
responsible for death of a lakh of workers annually across the world; 

 

(b)  if so, the number of workers at present engaged in manufacturing of asbestos 
cement products in the country; and 

 

(c)  the steps taken by Government for protection of workers at workplace from 
exposure to asbestos? 

 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI VIJAY GOEL) 
 
 

(a) The Government have not received any such report from International Labour 
Organisation (ILO). 

 

(b)  As per the details collected by Labour Bureau, Shimla about 8321 workers 
are engaged in the manufacture of asbestos cement and other cement 
products. 

 

(c)  The manufacture, handling and processing of asbestos and its product has 
been brought under the category of hazardous processes as given in the 
First Schedule under the Factories Ac t, 1948 and thus the provisions under 
Chapter IV-A of the Factories Act relating to hazardous processes become 
applicable to this class of industry. 

 

The State Governments have framed rules under Section 87 and Schedule 
on Handling and Processing of Asbestos, Manufacture of any Article of 
Asbestos and any other process of manufacture or otherwise in which 
asbestos is used in any form has been notified by them on the basis of Model 
Rules prepared by Directorate General, Factory Advice Service & Labour 
Institutes (DGFASLI). 

 
 
 

****** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 839 ANSWERED ON 26.02.2003 
 

 

LIFTING OF BAN ON ASBESTOS MINING 
 

 

839, SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR 
 

 

(a) whether mining of asbestos is banned presently in India on health grounds; 
 

(b)  if so, whether Government are aware that some countries have lifted the ban 
on  asbestos mining  after  research  reports  established that asbestos  did 
not affect the health of miners; 

 

(c)  if so, whether the lease holders of asbestos mines in Rajasthan have sought 
lifting of the ban on asbestos mining; and 

 

(d)  if so, the Centre's reaction thereto? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF MINES (SHRI RAMESH 
BAIS) 
 
(a)  Grant  of  fresh  mining  leases  and  renewal  of  existing  mining  leases  for 

asbestos are presently banned in India on health grounds. 
 

(b) No, the Central Government are not aware of some countries having lifted 
ban on asbestos mining. 

 

(c)&(d) Asbestos mines owners of Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh have 
represented before the Central Government to allow grant of fresh/ 
renewal of asbestos mining leases in the country. Government have not 
lifted ban on grant of fresh/renewal of mining leases for asbestos in the 
country. 

 
 

******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 662 ANSWERED ON 27.07.2001 
 

HEALTH HAZARDS OF ASBESTOS 
 
 
 

662, SHRI R.S. GAVAI 
 

 

(a)  whether Government are considering to ban all activities associated with 
asbestos, including its mining, manufacturing, use and trade, on account of 
the health hazards; 

 

(b)  if not, the reasons therefor; 
 

(c)  whether Government have received a request for ban on asbestos from 
environmentalists and doctors; 

 

(d)  if so, the details thereof; and 
 

(e)  the reaction of Government thereto? 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI T.R. BAALU) 
 

 

(a)&(b) No Sir. However, mining, manufacture of asbestos and asbestos-based 
products is regulated as per the provisions and procedures of EIA 
Notification, 1994. Crocidolite (Blue Asbestos) has been put in the restricted 
list of imports by Ministry of Commerce, Directorate General of Foreign 
Trade in October, 1994. Further,  import  of  waste  asbestos  (dust  and  
fibre)  has  been  prohibited  by Gazette Notification dated 13.10.1998. 

 

(c)to(e) As per the reports available, no such request from environmentalists and 
doctors have been received. 

 
 

******* 
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UNSTARRED  QUESTION NO. 871 ANSWERED ON 
02.03.2001 

 
 

BAN ON  ASBESTOS 
 
 

871, SHRI RAJNATH SINGH SURYA 
 
(a) whether the use of asbestos has been banned in India due to its 

processing being a polluting activity; 
 
 
(b)  if so, what is the reaction of the people from asbestos industry; 
 
 
(c)  whether there has been any alternative provided to the people using 

asbestos sheets; and 
 
 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 
 
 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 
 
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS  (SHRI T.R. BAALU)  
 
(a)  No, Sir. 
 
(b)(c)  
& (d) Does not arise 
 
 

******* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 625 ANSWERED ON 04.12.1998 

 

 

BAN ON DDT AND ASBESTOS IN USA AND FRANCE 
 

 

625, SHRI K.R. MALKANI 
 
(a)  whether it is a fact that DDT is banned in USA and Asbestos is banned in 

France for health reasons; 
 
(b) whether Government would consider banning these two lethal substances;  

(c)  if so, by when; and 

(d)  if not, why? 
 

 
 

ANSWER 
 

 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
( DR.A.K. PATEL) 

 

(a)  France has banned the use of Asbestos w.e.f. 1.1.1997. In USA the use of 
DDT has been allowed only for control of vector diseases, for health 
quarantine and in drugs for controlling body lice. 

 

(b),(c)&(d) : The use of Blue Asbestos which is toxic and a health hazard has 
been banned in India. The use of White Asbestos under controlled 
conditions and conforming to all standards prescribed by the Bureau of Indian 
Standards, is permitted. The use of DDT in agriculture has been banned in 
the country. However, in very special circumstances warranting the use of 
DDT for plant protection it can be used under expert Government supervision 
and can be purchased only by the State or Central Government. DDT is 
being used in a limited way for Public Health Programmes. 

 
****** 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2235 ANSWERED ON 26.08.1996 
 

 

HEALTH HAZARDS DUE TO ASBESTOS 
 

 

2235, SHRI K.R. MALKANI 
 

 

(a)  whether it is a fact that asbestos is very injurious to health as reported in the 
International Herald Tribune dated 4th July, 1996; 

 

(b)  whether for that reasons U.S.A. banned it twenty years ago; 
 

(c)  whether France has also banned it after it saw that 2,000 persons a year were 
losing their life as a result of cancer caused by asbestos; 

 

(d)  whether Government would consider banning asbestos if so, by when; and 
 

(e)  if not, the reasons therefore? 
 

 
ANSWER 

 
 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY (SHRI MURASOLI MARAN): 
 
(a)  Asbestos Fibre is one of the several materials which are occupational health 

hazards, if not used under controlled conditions. 
 

(b)  Although the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of U.S.A. issuedorders 
prohibiting future manufacture etc. of almost all asbestoscontaining products, 
this was struck down by the Court of Appeals in 1991 as EPA failed to 
convince the Court with needed scientific justification to ban asbestos. 

 

(c)  Based  on  a  report  by  the  National  Institute  for  Scientific  and  Medical 
Research, the French Government is reported to be considering imposition 
of a ban on use of the cancer-causing insulation fibre w.e.f. 
1.1.1997.However, estimate of 2,000 deaths is reported to have been made 
assuming that out of all the cases of deaths caused by lung cancer, 5.7% are 
asbestos related cases. 

 

(d)and(e) Use of Blue (Crocidolite) fibre which is considered as toxic and a 
health hazard has already been banned by the Government. There is no need 
of banning  asbestos  as  India  is  using  only  Waite  (Chrysotile)  asbestos  
which contains only about 8-9% of white asbestos fibre and is, therefore, safe 
in use. A Technical  Committee which  was  constituted  in  1994 to  
undertake  a comprehensive study of use of asbestos had recommended use 
of white fibre under controlled conditions and conforming to all standards 
prescribed by the Bureau of Indian Standards. This is insisted upon in the 
production of asbestos products. 

 
****** 
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